Basic Principles to Bypass and
Avoid %riggering Defense Mechanisms

1) Lack of focus and attention is a basic defense mechanism.
-* Must awaken interest and excite with the personal benefits to be gained.

2) Specifically: People avoid thinking about truth and spirituality.
—#Must evoke urge for truth and spirituality, in general, without necessanly being specific about
Judaism.

3) People maintain gross misconceptions about Judaism and the mitzvos.
—Must clarify the misconceptions to free them to think objectively.

4) In order to avoid thinking about serious issues people tend to rely on others to think for them. (For
example scientists and the majority of people.)
-*Must shake them up about t'ie reliability of others.

5) Leave me alone, I'm happy, I'm fulfilled, I just want to enjoy life.

-*Must show how most others are not happy ( drugs, divorce, crime, etc ) and happiness is not
guaranteed, even until tomorrow. Judaism can enhance his happiness, maintain it longer, and help
him to truly enjoy life.

6) There are many who claim truth, how can we ever know?
=$Must tell him that Judaism’s claim is different from all other claims.

7) Skepticism - can’t know anything.
-#Must show that he is inconsistent, because we do know certain things and act accordingly.

Avoid triggering Defenses

8) Never attack or put down a person or his ideas. Try to show another point of view and if necessary
put down someone else, not him.

9) Don’t speak too strongly or absolutely&;rather use modest soft sell,

10) Don't say ‘.‘I’m going to prove this to you.” His first reaction will be “Oh no you’re not!”
11) Don't take anything perscnally or allow getting into an adversarial situation.

12) Treat everyone with respect and set a good example.

13) Don’t be too serious, intersperse jokes into your presentation.

14) First convince on broad terms before getting very specific with details of obligation. Too many
details and burdens before general acceptance, can compromise ability to accept basic principles.

For more information call Priority-1 at (516) 295-5700
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Droarinee

. The Truth of Maamad Har Sinai: A Brief Overview

In addition to all the emotional and psychological issues involved in keeping our students and
children in line, there is another major issue of critical importance. They must be familiar and very
well versed in the testimony and evidence that exists for the truth of Torah from Sinai. The degree to
which they are convinced and confident that, in fact, the Creator and Almighty Master of the
Universe revealed Himself publicly, at Sinai, to the entire Jewish people, and gave them His Divine
directives, is the degree to which this concept will guide them and keep them from falling prey to a
host of negative influences and pressures in their lives.

This information should not be presented to them as an effort to convince them of the truth, rather it
should be presented gently, overa long period of time, in a way that just seems to take these truths
for granted but yel shares with them the Dasis for our knowing these facts.

The key words in this process are testimony and evidence. Our Torah includes in itself a system for
recognizing and transmitting the testimony of the original generation of eyewitnesses, [0 the
revelation at Sinai, down Lo this very day. An understanding of this system, provides a Very credible
basis for the truth of Torah from Sinai.

The second word, evidence, refers to the fact that the Torah, both the writtén and the oral. Torah, is
full of information that no-one other than the Creator and Ruler of the Universe could have known at

the time the document was written. The Torah is also replete with indications of the Creator's
control of the world.

Both of these concepts are unigue amongst the religions of the world, only to be found in Judaism.
Even though the other major religions came after Judaism and copied so much from it, no religion
ever dared to claim eyewitness restimony to a public event of revelation by G-d, in front of millions
of live witnesses. This can only be understood by the realization that this claim is extremely difficult
to fabricate and if, in fact, it did not happen, then it will not be accepted or believed.

In fact, the major religions, in a desire and need to base their religion on more than the claim of one
person to a private revelation, also acknowledge that the only public revelation was by the Creator to
the Jews at Sinal. They then go on 10 claim, however that G-d changed His mind about Torah and the
Jewish peaple.

This claim, of course, is very tenuous, because G-d Himself, commanded in the Torah, that no
prophet, even with the performance of amazing miracles, could be believed to change the Torah or

lead us astray.

The other major religions do not fare better when it comes [0 evidence for the truth of Torah. Most
of their pronouncements refer to future events in the world-to-come, or very vague statements, not
very testable in this world. The Torah, however, is full of very specific information and prophecy of
Future events in this world that no one can deny.

This information is s0 compelling that the Talmud states, in «Chullin”, that this type of information, -
that no human could have Known at the time, Serves as an answer to anyone who would guestion
whether or not the Torah is from G-d.

To properly convey the dual concepts of testimony to the events of Sinai and evidence for the Divine
truth of Torah requires & detailed sophisticated analysis of a wide range of material, which is beyond

the scope of this work. It also requires serious craining for the parent and teacher in the most
effective ways of conveying this information to others.
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Priority-1
From: Pinchas Avruch [rabbiavruch@milwaukeekollel.org]
Sent: \Wednesday, June 10, 2009 11:30 PM

To: scohen@priority-1.0rg
Subject: FW. [ToranKiruv] Resource

Rabbi Cohen -

This document was prepared by a colleague at the Seattle Kollel who is (obviously) a talmid of R’
Yitzchok Berkowitz whose Rabbeim came from Brisk.

| assume we (Chofetz Chaim) diverge somewhere around #130 — R’ Chaim Volozhiner. Can you please
advise me of the steps from R’ Chaim to R’ Naftoli Trop (I've heard you run them off before, that's why |
am coming to you with this question)?

Thanks

Pinchas Avruch

w 414-447-7999 x103

m 414-708-6686

e rabbiavruch@milwaukeekollel.org
t 4147086686@txt.att.net



The Complete Transmission
From Moshe Rabbeinu until Today

Sources: The first 40 doros were primarily taken from the Rambam's
list in the Introduction to Mishneh Torah. For the later Amoraim I
used the Reishi Mesivtah of Pumbedisa in order to be able to follow
the chain of Pumbedisah straight through the Geonic Era until the
era of the Rishonim. The names of these later Amoraim, as well as of
the Savoraim and all the Geonim of Pumbedisa were copied fro
Artscroll's ""From Yavneh to Pumbedisa" which is in turn largely
based on the Iggeress of R' Sherira Gaon (who, as Gaon of
Pumbedisah, had full access to the Yeshivah's records). The
remaining part of this list was put together from different works on
Jewish History.

Although this list has 138 entries, the actual number of generations
since Har Sinai is significantly less. This is because the list of the later
Amoraim, as well as the list of the Geonim, is a list of the Roshei
Yeshivah in Pumbedisa. Many of these Roshei Yeshivah were no
doubt all the students of the same teacher, and thus all from the same
generation. It follows that a list involving only one name per
generation would be considerably shorter. In this context it is worthy
to mention R' Akiva Tatz's reckoning of the amount of generations
since the giving of the Torah. We are currently in 5769, with Matan
Torah having taken place in 2448. Accordingly, the giving of the
Torah took place 3321 years ago. If we allow 40 years for each
generation, it follows that Matan Torah was only 83 generations ago.
Imagine a line of 83 people. That’s all there is to the number of
people that separates you from Har Sinai. It's really a very small
number, and certainly far less then what one would expect when not
taking the time to do this simple arithmetic!

It should be noted that this list was composed from the bottom up. In
four places I hit a ndead end" in the sense that I did not know who a
given Sage's teacher was. In all such situations 1 went "sideways,"
finding a contemporary whose teacher was Known, and then
continuing the chain of the mesorah up from the latter sage. These
four instances are indicated by the word "contemporary' in
parentheses.



The Early Links in the Chain
1. Moshe (Matan Torah - 2448)
2. Yehoshua
3. Pinchas
4. Eli

Shmuel HaNavi
Dovid

Achiyah HaShiloni
Eliyahu HaNavi

9. Elisha
10.Yehodaya
11.Zechariah
12.Hoshea

13.Amos

14.Yeshaya

15.Micha

16.Yoel

17 Nachum
18.Chabakuk
19.Tzefaniah
20.Yirmiyah (Churban Bayis Rishon — 3338)
71.Baruch ben Neriah
22 . Ezra

73.Shimon HaTzadik

24.Antignos Ish Socho

25.Yossi ben Yo'ezer Ish Tzreidah & Yossi ben Yochanan Ish
Yerushalayim

26.Yehoshua ben Perachiah & Netai HaArbe'eili

27 Yehudah ben Tabai & Shimon ben Shetach

28.Shemaya & Avtalyon

29 Hillel

30.Raban Yochanan ben Zachai (Churban Bayis Sheini — 3828)

31.R' Eliezer & R' Yehoshua

32.R' Akiva

33.R' Shimon ben Yochai

34.R' Yehuda HaNasi

oo =1 Oy W
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35.Rav & Shmuel

36.R' Yehuda

37.Rabbah

38.Rava

39 R' Nachman bar Yitzchak

40 R' Chama of Nahardei'ah

41 R' Zavid (The next 8 Individuals were the Reishei Mesivtah in
Pumbedisah at the time that R' Ashi was the the Reish Mesivtah
in Masa Mechasyah / Surah)

42 R' Dimi of Nahardei'ah

43 Rafram

44 R' Kahanah

45.R' Acha brei D'Rava

46.R' Geviyah of Bei Ksil

47 Rafram II

48 R' Rechumi

49.R' Sama

The Savora'im |
50 R' Yossi (The 1% of the Savoraim)
51.R Simonah
52 R' Revai of Rov
53 R' Giza & R' Sama of Peroz Shevur

The Gaonim — The Reishei Mesivtah of Pumbedisah
During the Geonic Era (Approximately 500-1040 CE);
54.R' Mari Sargo ben R’ Dimi (The first Gaon, He started in Proz Shevor,
and was then Gaon in Pumbedisah after R' Chanan of Ashakyah)
55.R' Chana
56.R' Rava
57 R' Busai (R' Bustanai)
58 R' Huna Mari ben R’ Yosef
59.R' Chiya of Meishan
60.R' Ravya
61.R' Natronai ben R’ Nechemia
62.R' Yehuda
63.R' Yosef
64.R' Shmuel ben R' Mari
65.R' Natronai Kahana ben R' Amona
66.R' Avraham Kahana
67.R Dudai ben R' Nachman




68.R' Chanina ben R' Mesharshiyah

69.R' Malka ben R' Mar Acha

70.R' Rava ben R' Dudal

71.R Shinoi

72.R Chaninah Kahanah ben R' Avraham Gaon

73 R' Huna HalLevi ben R' Yitzchak Halevi

74 R Menashi ben R' Yosef

75.R' Yeshaya HaLevi ben R Abba

76.R' Yosef ben R' Shila of Shalchi

77 R' Kahana ben R' Chanina Gaon

78 R’ Avyumi ben R' Avraham Gaon

79 R' Yosef ben R' Abba

80.R' Avraham ben R' Sherira

§1.R' Yosef ben R' Chiya

82 R yitzchak ben R' Chaninah

g3 R' Yosef ben R' Rabi

g4 R’ Paltoi ben R' Abaye

85.R' Achai ben R' Mar Rav

86.R' Menachem ben Mar R’ Yosef ben R' Chiya

R7.R' Matisya ben R' Rabi

88.R' Abba ben R' Ami

g9.R Tzemach ben Paltoi GGaon

90.R' Hai ben R' Dovid (In his days, the yeshivah moved from
Pumbedisah to Bagdad)

91.R' Kimoy ben R' Achai Gaon

92.R' Yehuda ben R’ Shmuel

93 R' Mevaser Kahanah ben R Kimoy Gaon

94 R' Cohen Tzedek Kahana ben R' Yosef

95.R' Tzemach ben R' Kafnai

96.R' Chanina ben R Yehudah Gaon

97.R' Aharon ben R' Yosef

98.R' Nechemia bar Mar R' Cohen Tzedek

99 R' Sherira ben R Chaninah Gaon

100. R Hai ben R' Sherira Gaon

The Rishonim

101. Rabbeinu Gershom Me'or HaGolah (His primary teacher was R’
Yehudah ben Meir HaCohen LiOnton, but he also learned by R' Hai in
Bavel)

102. R' Yaakov ben R' Yakar (Rashi's primary teacher)

103. R'Shlomo Vitzchaki (Rashi)

104. R Yitzchak ben Asher (Riva)

105. R' Elazarben R' Nassan (Ravan)
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106. R'Eliezer ben R' Yoel HaLeivi (Ravya)

107. R Yitzchak of Vienna (The Ohr 7arua)

108. R' Meir ben R' Boruch of Rotenberg (Maharam Rotenberg)

109. R' Asher ben R' Yechiel (Rosh)

1{10. R' Yaakov ben HaRosh (The Baal HaTurim)

1. R visrael of Krems (Author of HaGahos HaOshri)
(CONTEMPORARY)

112. R' Shalom ben R’ Vitzchak Zekel of Neushtat

113. R' Yaakov [Levil Molin (Maharil)

{14. R' Yaakov Vayl

115. R Yona of Regensburg / R' Yisrael Bruna / R' Moshe and R
Y ehuda Mintz

116. R' Yaakov Margolis (CONTEMPORARY)

117. R Yaakov pollack (The Father of the Yeshivos of Poland)

118. R'Shalom Shachne

119. R' Moshe [sserles (Rama)

120. R Shlomo Luria (Maharshal; His primary teacher was his

randfather — R' Yitzchak Kliber) (CONTEMPORARY)

g
The Achronim \
lin

121. R' Yaakov ben R' Ephrayim Naftali of Lub

122. The Rebbe R Heschel of Cracow

123. KR Shabsai Cohen (Shach)

124. R' Moshe Rivkish (Be'er HaGolah) (CONTEMPORARY', He and
the Shach lived in Vilna at the same time, and both of them fled from
there during the Cossack invasion of 1655)

125. R Pesachiah (Son)

126. R Eliyahu Kramer (Son-in—Law)

27, B Yissachar Ber (Son)

128. R' Shlomo 7alman (Son)

129. R' Eliyahu- the Gaon of Vilna (Son)

130. R' Chaim of Volozhin (Student)

131. KR Yitzchak of Volozhin (Son)

132. R Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin (Netziv) (Son-in-Law)

133. R Rafael Shapira (Son—in—Law)

134. R' Chaim goleveitehik of Brisk (Son-in-Law)

135. KR Boruch Ber [ eibowitz (Student)

136. R'Nochum PartzovitZ (Student)

137. RO R' Yitzchak Berkowits (Student)

138 (Student)
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The Oral Torah
The testimony and evidence for the Divine gift of the Written Torah are quite
compelling and a serious analysis of the issues leads one to recognize beyond any
reasonable doubt the Divine authorship of the Written Torah. The understanding of the
Oral Torah is a bit more complicated. The following is an attempt to clarify and simplify
the discussion.
Outline

e Written Torah very serious document: Creation, Egypt, Sinai, 613
Commandments, total lifestyle and serious consequences. Yet impossible to
understand without oral explanation. Example: Chayiv Misa for a Malacha, but
no clue what a Malacha is. Also, don’t know what a Suklkah or Tefillin is without
explanation.

¢ With such meticulousness and concern for the accuracy of the document, never
change, teach to future generation. Commemorate historic events, but must have
oral explanation.

» It would be very cruel of Hashem to give it to us without any way of knowing
what He wants from us. He promised that it would never be forgotten; \-\-Tell itis
useless as it is which is worse than forgotten.

o He clearly indicates the Oral Torah- “K’asher Tzivischa”

o This oral explanation had to have been given to Moshe at Sinai, otherwise, the
first generation could never have performed Mitzvos and would never have
passed on a useless document to their children. Everything was taught to Moshe
and he passed it on to the next generation to assure the survival of the Torah

1tself.



Just as the written Torah was passed down accurately, as we realize today by the
identical texts all over the world, from ancient times to the present, so too the
Oral explanation must have accompanied it. Otherwise, why w.ould the previous
generations take such meticulous care of a useless document? We also happen to
know the chain of tradition from Moshe and onward till this very day, a very
unique phenomenon in the world.

The whole system indicates an almost fanatical pursuit of truth. Questions,
contradictions and answers: Tosfos on Gemara... etc.

Truth seekers (Ohr Hachaim, Asniel Ben Kenaz, etc.).

The amazement of Baalei Teshiva with the Table of Contents of Igeres Moshe.

It is such a serious document from the Creator and Ruler who predicted and
controls all future events (The Oral Torah is also replete with such
pronouncements). He certainly must have controlled the transmission to assure
its accuracy. The fact that our religious practices have remained the same over
thousands of years indicates the accuracy of the transmission process.

Even Machlokes is part of how it was preserved. Clarity between differing
opinions. Originally, it was one unify;a-g perspective. Hillel and Shamai- Lo
Shmshu Kol Tzarcham. Machlokes became critical to the survival of concepts and
allowance for differing perpectives was because Hashem wants Limud Lshem
Eved.

It is interesting to note the contemporariness of Talmud study. We don’t usually
say He said, rather He says, making it as it he is still talking. This keeps the

system alive and fresh.



« The ability to be Michadesh within the system gives deep personal connection in
each generation and creates a deep-rooted connection to the author of the Torah
as if it were Shutfus. “Hadan Din Emes Naaseh Shotef L'Hakadosh Baruch Hu
B’Maaseh Beraishis.

¢ Rabbinic rules, Gizairos and Takanos are all authorized as part of Torah to assure
its preservation and their authority is as if Hashem Himself decreed it and was
taught at Sinai. We find hints in the written Torah.

o The concept of never changing rules of Rabbinic authority, even when no longer
alive, seems relevant, because if the rule was perceived as changeable it would not

have had that powerful effect to fulfill its purpose.



Lecture 35 OVERVIEW

Subject: Torah Sh'B'al Peh - Its Nature and Sinaitic Origin

Aim of Lecture: To demonstrate the authority and obvious

necessity of the Oral Tradition, and the acceptability of
Rabbinic legislation.

A solid introduction to Torah Sh'B'Khtav and, if possible,
awareness that HaShem is its Author.

Assumed Audience Misconceptions:

- Torah Sh'B'al Peh is an invention of the Rabbis.

- The Rabbis refashioned the Judaism of the Bible into something
caompletely different.

- Life is more difficult with Torah Sh'B'al Peh. (i}

- The Rabbis had no authority for all the prohibitions they

added. iq



Lecture 35 Lecturer's Personal Qutline

THE ORAL TORAH

by Rav Ben Menat

*IMPORTANT NOTE: The enclosed text (and outline derived from it)
should be read critically in the light of the outline below
provided by the lecturer himself. Rav Menat recommends that:

1) more of an emphasis be put on the simple and universal fact
that any written text requires an "interpretive tradition"
or context;

2) more of an emphasis be put on the reasonableness and
obvious necessity of Rabbinic legislation;

3) the concluding section of the text (pp. 17-21) be seen as
part of a different version of the basic lecture.

as Jews.

The choice of whether or not to accept the (Written and)
Oral Torah is not merely a personal matter. The survival of
the Jewish pecple depends on it.

II. THE PROBLEMATICS OF THE ORAL TORAH
In the past, the authority of the Oral Torah--unlike that
of the Written Torah--was challenged {e.g., the Saduccees).
To this day, one can hear the claim the the Oral Torah is
merely the Sages' interpretations...

III. CAN THE WRITTEN TORAH STAND WITHOUT THE ORAL TORAH?

(This lecture follows the various Seminar presentations
which make the case for "Torah from Sinai.")

IV. THE LINKAGE BETWEEN THE WRITTEN AND ORAL TORAH
clearly understood without the Oral Torah.

As we see in the field of archeology, a text without an
interpretive tradition may well give rise to different
readings.

The Oral Torah makes our lives easier: wWwe need not try to
fulfill every possible interpretation of the words.

It is clearly spelled out in the Written Torah (Parashas
Shoftim).



Lecture 35 Lecturer's Personal Outline

VI.

VII.

COMING TO TERMS WITH EVERYTHING THE SAGES SET DOWN

Now that we have shown the indivisibility of the Written
and Oral Torah, we proceed to the matter of accepting the
full authority of the Sages.

THE SCOPE OF THE ORAL TORAH

(In accordance with the Rambam's three-part division:)

1. Interpretation of the Written Torah, e.g., the meaning of
"Yom Teruah." These interpretations were handed down to
Moshe at Sinai.

through the Thirteen Principles of Interpretation given
at Sinai.

The Torah mechanism of "following the majority" was
designed to handle the problem of disagreements among the
Sages.

Are they reasonable?

*Observances (which can be compared to our Chanukah, Purim

and Tisha B'Av) - are familiar to us from modern secular
society.

*Ordinances (such as Ezra's that women do laundry on
Thursday) - are also familiar to us, e.g., city by-laws.
*Preventive measures (such as cancellation of shofar
blowing when Rosh HaShana falls on Shabbos) - are also

familiar to us from many realms.

Conclusion: There is certainly no basis for saying that Rabbinic
legislation is unacceptable!



Lecture 35 QUTLINE OF ENCLOSED TEXT

THE ORAL TORAH: COMPLEMENT TQ THE WRITTEN TORAH

L INTRODUCTION: IS IT POSSIBLE TO SEVER THE LINK BETWEEN THE
WRITTEN TORAH (PENTATEUCH) AND THE ORAL TORAH (MISHNAH AND
TALMUD) ?

A. Past attempts to abandon the Oral Torah (Tradition) have
ultimately proven disastrous for the group involved.

B. Flagrant denial of the Oral Torah is, under certain
circumstances, a capital crime.

IT. THE WRITTEN TORAH ITSELF EMPHASIZES THAT WE MUST HEED THE
SAGES AND THE ORAL TRADITION OF WHICH THEY ARE THE BEARERS

ITII. THE NECESSITY OF AN ORAL TRADITION
A. Even the very sounds of the Hebrew letters are known to
us through the 0Oral Torah.
B. Critical matters of punctuation, vocalization, and
definition depend on the Oral Torah.
1. Be'chalayv.
2. Leaving the House on Shabbos.
C. Without the Oral Torah, we would be lost among the
possible ways of putting the Commandments into practice.

1. The Oral Torah thus makes our lives easier.

2. The Oral Torah saves us from catastrophic misinterpretations.

IV. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE QORAL TORAH
(in brief--elaboration follows below in Parts Vv & VI)
A. Laws and explanations transmitted orally to Moshe at Sinai.
B. Laws derived by the Sages using the divinely sanctioned
"Thirteen Rules of Torah Interpretation.”
C. Ordinances; and preventive measures to ensure that Tocrah law
not be violated.

V.*¥ RABBINIC ORDINANCES AND PREVENTIVE MEASURES

(Reflect the Sages' deliberateness)

A. The Sages were conservative about adding cbservances: we
have only two Rabbinic holidays.

B. The Sages must be convinced that a majority of the
pcpulation is able to live with a given decree.

C. Rabbinical decrees must be presented as such, not as
Torah law.

D. The Sages' profound sensitivity and concern is reflected
in their rulings.

VI.* LAWS AND EXPLANATIONS TRANSMITTED ORALLY TC MOSHE AT SINAI

(To guarantee proper understanding of the written text)

A. Torah has always been taught and explained orally.

B. The substance of the Oral Torah was public knowledge, and
continuously observed by the Jewish people throughout the
generations.

*Note: Parts V and VI should be reversed. Brief treatment of IVB
should be added.



Lecture 35 OUTLINE OF ENCLOSED TEXT

VII.

TOWARDS A CONCLUSION (See marginal note in text)

The divinely-given Oral Torah clarifies and complements
the Written Torah, as do the rulings derived from the
"Thirteen Principles of Torah Interpretation." The
Written Torah points to and depends on a parallel
explanatory tradition.

1. The prohibition of "Melachah" on Shabbos.
. Circumcision.
. Marriage.
Kosher Slaughter.
Placement of Tefilin.
Yibbum (Levirate marriage).

o U1 W= W o
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THE ORAL TORAH

Rav Ben Menat

Pg in conjunction with transcript. Page(s)
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2. Rambam, Hil. Mamrim 3:1-3 (The Epikorus) 2

28 3. Deut. 17:8-13 (The authority of the Sages) 3-4
4. Shabbos 3ta (Relying on the teachings of the Sages) 5-6
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" Basic Judaism

An Encounter With Sma1

Priority-1.
96 Colmbia Avenue
Cedarhurst, N.Y. 11516

(516)295- -5700; Fax (516)295-5737




- The Personal Revelation Of Moshe At The Bumin,q‘ Bush

1.
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Go, gather the elders of Israel. And say to them Hashem the G-d of your
fathers, appeared to me the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He said,
“I have granted you special providence regarding what is happening to
you in Egypt”... (Exodus 3:16)

And Moshe answered saying, “They will not believe me and they will not
listen to me, for they will say Hashem did not appear to you.”
(Exodus 4:1)

National Revelation To The Jewish People

1.
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And G-d said to Moshe, “Behold I will come to you in the thickness of a
cloud, so that the people will hear when I speak with you, and then they

will believe in you forever.” (Exodus 19:9) -

2.

2UN £29370 Y55 DRI DIPITN PAEND DN DAND MMV Y NN N N i
(*:0 DY) Ynpn 0123 YNN 7NN 903 DY 0 949

And Hashem gave me the two tablets of stone which were written with
G-d’s finger. Upon them were written all the words that G-d declared to
you on the mountain outf of the fire, on the Day of Assembly.

(Deuteronomy 9:10)




3
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‘And [G-d] wrote on the tablets the original script of the Ten
Commandments which He declared to you from the mountain out of the
fire on the Day of Assembly.  (Deuteronomy 10:4)

4.
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From the heavens, He let you hear His voice admonishing you, and on
earth He showed you His great fire, so that you heard His words from

the fire. (Deuteronomy 4:36)

5
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G-d spoke these words in a loud voice to your entire assembly from the
mountain, out of the fire, cloud and mist, but He added no more. He
wrote [these words] on two stone tablets, and [later]| gave them to me:
When you heard the voice out of the darkness, with the mountain
burning in flames, your tribal leaders and elders approached me: You
said, "It is true that G-d our Lord has showed us His glory and
oreatness, and we have heard His voice out of the fire, today we have
seen that when G-d speaks to man, he can still survive.

(Deuteronomy 5:19-21)
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You said, “It is true that G-d our Lord has showed us His glory and
greatness, and we have heard His voice out of the fire, today we have
seen that when G-d speaks to man, he can still survive: But now, why
should we die? Why should this great fire consume us? If we hear the
voice of G-d our Lord any more, we will die: What mortal has heard the
voice of the living G-d speaking out of fire as we did and has survived?
You approach G-d our Lord, and listen to all He says, you can transmit
to us whatever G-d our Lord tells you, and when we hear it, we will do
it.” (Deuteronomy 5:21-24) ‘

7.
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You should inquire about times long past, going back to the time that
G-d created man on earth, [exploring] one end of the heavens to the
other, see if anything as great as this has ever happened, or if the like
has ever been heard: Has any nation ever heard G-d speaking out of fire,
as you have, and still survived? (Deuteronomy 4:32-33)

There Were At Least 3 Million People Standing At Sinai.

1.
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G-d spoke to Moses saying: When you take a census of the Israelites to
determine their numbers, each one shall be counted by giving an
atonement offering for his life, In this manner, they will not be stricken
by the plague when they are counted. Everyene included in the census
must give a half shekel... (Exodus 30:11-12)
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The silver census money [collected from] the community came out to 100
talents and 1775 shekels by the sanctuary standard: This consisted of a
beka, which was a half shekel by sanctuary standards, for each of the
603,550 men over 20 years old included in the census: (Exodus 38:25-26)
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Today you are all standing before G-d your Lord, your leaders, your
tribal chiefs, your elders, your law enforcers, every Israelite man: Your
children, your women, and the proselytes in your camp, even your
woodcutters and water drawers: You are thus being brought into the
covenant of G-d your Lord, and [accepting] the dread oath that He is
making with you today: He is establishing you as His nation, so that He
will be a G-d to you, just as He promised you, and as He swore to your
ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob: But it is not with you alone that |
am making this covenant and this dread eath: I am making it both with
those who are standing here with us today before G-d our Lord, and with
those who are not [yet] here with us today. You know full well that we
lived in Egypt, and that we also passed through [the territories of] the
nations you encountered:  (Deuteronomy 29:9-15)

Uniqueness Of Our Claim
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You should inquire about times long past, going back to the time that
G-d created man on earth, [exploring] one end of the heavens to the
other, see if anything as great as this has ever happened, or if the like
has ever been heard: Has any nation ever heard G-d speaking out of fire,
as you have, and still survived? (Deuteronomy 4:32-33)




The nn Speaks Directly To Those
Who Experienced The Events.
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G-d Our Lord made a covenant with us at Horev:_It is not with your
ancestors that G-d made this covenant, but with us, those of us who are
still alive here today: On the mountain, G-d spoke to you face to face ouf
of the fire: I stood between you and G-d at that time, to tell you G-d’s
~words, since you were afraid of the fire, and did not go up on the
mountain:  (Deuteronomy 5:2-5)
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You must now realize that [I am not speaking] of your children, who did
not know and did not see the lesson that G-d vour Lord [taught] through
His greatness, His mighty hand and His outstretched arm: [There were}
the signs and deeds that He did in Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt and
all his land: There was what He did to Egypt's forces, to their horses and
chariots, when He swamped them with the water of the Red Sea as they
were pursuing you, G-d destroyed them so that even now [they have not
recovered]: There was what He did in the desert, until you came to this
area: There was what He did to Datan and Aviram, the sons of Reuben's
son Eliav, when in the midst of all Israel the earth opened its mouth and
swallowed them, along with their houses, their tents, and all the living
things that were with them: For, your own eyes have seen all the great
deeds that G-d has done:
(Deuteronomy 11:2-7)
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Moses went up to G-d. G-d called to him from the mountain and said,
This is what you must say to the family of Jacob and tell the Israelites:
You saw what I did in Egypt, carrying you on eagles’ wings and bringing
you to Me.  (Exodus 19:3-4)
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Moses summoned all Israel, and said to them, you have seen all that G-d
did in Egypt before your very eyes, to Pharaoh, to all his servants, and to
all his land: Your own eyes saw the great miracles, signs and wonders:
But until this day, G-d did not give you a heart to know, eyes to see and
ears to hear: [G-d is now declaring to you], “I brought you through the
desert for forty years, during which your clothes did not wear out on
you, and the shoes on your feet did not become tattered: You neither ate
bread nor drank wine, so that you would know that I am G-d vour
Lord”. (Deuteronomy 29:1-5)
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The clothing yon wore did not become tattered, and your feet did not
become bruised these forty years. (Deuteronomy 8:4)




Continuous Miracles For Forty Years

1 B B

8.

9.

A Pillar of Cloud led them by day and a Pillar of Fire led them by
night.

The Manna fell on and around the camp every day. One Omer per
day for every member of every family. The quantity which fell for
the entire nation was astronomical.

No Manna fell on Shabbat.

A double portion fell on Friday.

Manna left over spoiled and produced worms.

The double portion on Friday stayed fresh for two days.

Every person received exactly the amount necessary for their daily
sustenance.

The flask of Manna stored as a record for all generations did not
spoil.

Their clothing did not wear out for 40 years.

10. Their feet did not swell for 40 years.
11. The well of Miriam accompanied them for 40 years.

The an describes spectacular events which
enabled the nation to survive.

1.

2,

3.

4.

The Ten Plagues 29-v t*p99 ,mnv Shemot, Chapters 9-12
The Splitting of the Reed Sea 9-10: ,mhvy Shemot, 14:16-30
The Waters of Mara Became Sweet n2:30 ,mnY Shemot, 15:25

Bringing Forth Water From the Rock y: v ,mnv 1:3 92712
Shemot, 17:6, Numbers, 20:6

. The Victory Over Amalek »-»:t ,mnv Shemot, 17:13

. A Plague of Snakes Attacks the People and the Wounded are Healed

with a Copper Snake ©-%:K2 92702 Numbers, 21:6-9

. The Victory Oier Midyan Without the Loss of One Jewish Life

v1:NY 421932 Numbers 31:49




Special Effects - Korach
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Moshe announced, “This shall demonstrate to you that G-d sent me to do
all these deeds and I did not make up anything myself. If these men die
like all other men, and share the common fate of man, then G-d did not
send me. Buf if G-d creates something entirely new, making the earth
open its mouth and swallow them and all that is theirs ,so that they
descend to the depths alive, then it is these men who are provoking G-d.
Moshe had hardly finished, speaking when the ground under them split.
The earth opened its mouth, and swallowed them and their houses, along
with all the men who were with Korach and their property. They fell into
the depths along with all that was theirs. The earth then covered them
over, and they were lost to the community. (Numbers 16:28-33)
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The next day the entire Israelite community began to complain to
Moshe. “You have killed G-d’s people!” they exclaimed. The people were
demonstrating against Moshe and Aaron, when they turned toward the
Communion Tent. It was suddenly covered with the cloud, and G-d’s
olory appeared. Moshe and Aaron went to the front of the Communion
Tent. G-d spoke to Moshe, saying “Stand clear of this community and I
will destroy them in and instant.” Moshe and Aaron threw themselves on

their faces.  (Numbers 17:6-11)




The Torah Couldn’t Have Been Written In Retrospect

The Writing Of The Torah Was Included In The Account
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Moses finished writing the words of the Torah in a scroll to the very end.
Moses then gave orders to the Levites who carried the Ark of G-d’s
covenant, saying, "Take this Torah scroll and place it to the side of the
ark of G-d your L-rd's covenant, leaving it there as a witness."
(Deuteronomy 31:24)

Distribution Of The Legacy
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And Moshe then wrote down this Torah. He gave it to Levi's
descendants, the priests in charge of the ark of G-D's covenant, and to
the elders of Israel. (Deuteronomy 31:9)
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Now write for yourselves this song and teach it to the Israelites. Make
them memorize it, so that this song will be a witness for the Israelites.

(Deuteronomy 31:19)




Prohibition Against Change
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Do not add to the word that I am commanding vou, and do not subtract
from it. You must keep all the commandments of G-d your Lerd, which I

Em instructing you. (Deuuteronomy 4:2)
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(Regarding) Everything that I command you to do, do not add to it and
ulo not subtract from it.  (Deuteronomy 13:1)
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These are the commandments that G-d gave Moshe for the Israelites at
Mount Sinai.  (Leviticus 27:34)

The Torah Will Never Be Forgotien
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When they are then beset by many evils and troubles, this seng shall
testify for them as a witness, since it will not be forgotten by their

descendants. (Deuteronomy 31:21)
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The Torah As A Witness
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Moshe finished writing the words of this Torah in a scrdll to the very

end. Moshe then gave orders to the Levites who carried the Ark of

G-d’s covenant, saying, “Take this Torah scroll and place it to the side of

the Ark of G-d your Lord’s covenant, leaving it there as a witness.
(Deuteronomy 31:24-26)

The Manna As A Witness
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Moses said, “This is what G-d has commanded: Fill an omer measure
with [the manna] as a keepsake for your descendants. They will then see
the food that I fed you in the desert when I brought you out of Egypt.”
Moses said to Aaron, “Take an urn and fill it with an omer of manna.
Place it before G-d as a keepsake for your descendants.” The Israelites
were to eat the manna for 40 years, until they came to inhabited
“territory. They ate the manna until they came to the edge of the land of
Canaan.  (Exodus 16:32-35)

The Staff Of Aaron As A Witness
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The next day, when Moshe came to the Testimony Tent, Aaron’s staff,
representing the house of Levi, had blossomed. It had given forth leaves,
and was now producing blossoms and almonds were ripening on it... G4
said to Moshe, “Put Aaron’s staff back there before the Ark eof
Testimony as a keepsake, Let it be a sign for anyone who wants to rebe.
This should put an end to their complaints to Me, and then they will nst
die.” Moshe did exactly as G-d instructed him. (Numbers 17:23-26)

Archeological Evidence

1,

"It is not our intention here to dwell on the history of the Patriarchal Age
in Palestine. So many corroboration of details have been discovered in
recent vears that most competent scholars have given up the old criticel
theory according to which the stories of the Patriarchs are mostly
retrojections from the time of the Dual Monarchy."

W. F. Albright, "From the Stone Age to Christianity" N.Y. 1963,
Page 241

2.

The Mosaic tradition is so consistent, so well attested by different
pentateuchal documents, and so congruent with our independent
knowledge of the religious development of the Near East in the late second
millennium B.C., that only hypercritical pseudo-rationalism can_reject its

essential historicity.

W. F. Albright, "Archaeology and the Religion of Israel", Page 96

3.

Until recently it was the fashion among biblical historians to treat the
patriarchal sagas of Genesis as thought they were artificial creations of
Israelite scribes of the Divided Monarchy or tales told by imaginative
rhapsodists around Israelite campfires during the centuries following their
occupation of the country. Eminent names among scholars can be cited
for regarding every item of Gneiss 11-50 as reflecting late invention or at
least retrojection of events and conditions under the Monarchy into the
remote past, about which nothing was thought to have been really known

to the writers of late days.
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Archaeological discoveries since 1925 have changed all this. Aside froma
few die-hards among older scholars, there is scarcely a single biblical
historian who _has not been impressed by the rapid accumulation of dat
supporting the substantial historicity of patriarchal traditions.

W.F. Albright,”The Biblical Period”, Pages 1-3

4.

...iLis to that region that one must look for independent confirmation from
extra biblical sources. A generation ago the required criteria were
inadequate or lacking alfogether. Recently, however, a number of sites
have been furnishing a steadily increasing flow of relevant material, thus
pointing up afresh the fallacy of the argument from silence on which the
earlier _critics had based their negative evaluation. "

E. A. Speiser, "History of Israel -- Patriarchal Period" Vol. II Page 79

B

"Ne author or editor could have put together or invented these stories
hundreds of vears after they happened."

Dr. Yohanan Aharoni, "Canaanite Israel During The Period Of Israeli
Occupation”  Published by Israeli Defense Force 1959, Pg 2-5

6.

The wealth of information that has been unearthed... is enough to change
our entire attitude toward the Biblical narrative and to stand it on firm
legal and sociological foundations that were the accepted norm during the
second millennium B.C.E., and which were subsequently forgotten with

the passing of time.

Abraham Malmamet, ""The Origin of the Nation" Devir, Page 44
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It may be stated categorically that no archeological discovery has ever
controverted a Biblical reference... Archeological discoveries confirm, in
exact detail, historical statements in the Bible... The Bible has an almost

incredibly correct historical memory.

Dr Nelson Glueck, “Rivers in the Desert” Pg 31

8.

If we, for the purpose of scientific investigation, disregard its supernatural
character and view it solely in terms of the data that we now pessess,_the
Bible has withstood the test of both criticism and archeology. Every
passing year adds to our store of knowledge and provides us with more
and more documents, inscriptions, monuments, and excavations which
confirm its historical accuracy. Science, is now in _a_position to stafe
categorically that the Bible is factual until proven otherwise.

Will Durant, “The Story of Civilization”

The City of Chatzor

9.

The similarity between the actual size of Hazor, as revealed in the digs,
and as recorded in the book of Joshua, (“the chief of all these kingdoms”)
is astounding. The emphatic description of Joshua's demolition of Hazor
and only Hazor by fire, leaves little doubt that we have_discovered the
Canaanite city of Yabin which was actually destroyed by Joshua! In this
case archeological evidence has directly contributed to establishing the
date of Joshua’s conquest and, indirectly, the date of the Exodus! Signs of
fire has left no place for doubt as to who caused the damage. The evidence
has completely corroborated the description in Joshua 11:11-13, “He
burned Hazor in fire... all the other cities still stand, for Joskua did not

burn any of them except Hazor.” Yigal Yadin, “Hazor”, Page 82

10

When you cross the Jordan, you shall set up the stones that I am now
describing to you on mount Eval and you shall plaster them with lime.
There you shall then build an altar to G-d your Lord. It shall be a stone
altar and you shall not lift up any iron tool to it. The altar you build shall

Lthus be made of whole stones. (Deuteronomy 27:4-6)
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Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord G-d of Israel in mount Eval, as
Moshe the servant of the Lord commanded the chidden of Israel, as it is
written in the book of the Torah of Moshe, “an altar of whole stones over
which no man lifted up any iron instrument.” (Joshua 8:1-2)

12.

Adam Zertal of the University of Haifa headed a team of tems of
archeologists from Israel and abroad. Zertal said that in the wake of this
discovery we now have confirmation of the Biblical tradition.

“The indications this discovery gives fit in with biblical traditions. This
leads us 1o the conclusion that we have found evidence of specific events
mentioned in the book of Joshua,” he said. Hardly concealing his
excitement, Zertal added, “If seems we have found archeological evidence
of a biblical event.

When in a flash of inspiration Zertal compared the find to the description
of the Second Temple altar in the Mishna (Tractates Midot and Zevackim)
he found it to be almost identical.

The Sabbatical Year
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Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When you come to the land that
I am giving you, the land must be given a rest period, a Sabbath to G-d.
For six vears you may plant your fields, prune your vineyards, and
harvest your crops, but the seventh year is a Sabbath of Sabbaths for the
land. Itis G-d’s Sabbath during which you may not plant your fields, nor
prune your vineyards. Do not harvest crops that grow on their own and
do not gather the grapes on your unpruned vines, sinceit is a year of rest
for the land.... In the seventh year, you might as, “What will we eat in the
jubilee year? We have not planted nor have we harvested crops.” I will
direct My blessing to your in the sixth vear, and the land will produce
enough crops for three years. You will therefore be eating your old crops
when you plant after the eighth year. You will still be eating your old
crops until the crops of the ninth year are ripe.

{Leviticus 25:2-5,20-22)

Pilgrimage To Jerusalem

1

B3 WHIN ¥ (UNIYY IPUN /N JINA 00 NN TNt Y3 AN Nava DIy Wby
YN ‘h 930 AN XYY TNYYa T8IN IN YWIN 190° XD 7933 IN YNNI 70N
(“t9-39:419 MNY)  :NIYA DXAYO YOV

Three times a year all your males shall present themselves before G-d,
the Master, Lord of Israel. When I expel the other nations before you
and extend your boundaries, no one will be envious of your land when
you go to be seen in G-d’s presence three times a year.

(Exodus 34:23-24)

The Western Wall

1
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The voice of my Beloved, Behold it came suddenly to redeem me, as if
leaping over mountains, skipping over hills. In His swiftness to redeem
me, my Beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. I thought I would be
forever alone, but behold! He was standing behind our wall observing
through the windows, peering through the lattices. (Song of Songs 2:8-9)

2
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Behold He stands behind our wall: behind the Western Wall of the
Temple. Why so? Because G-d has sworn that it will never be destrovyed.
(Midrash Raba, Song of Songs Chapter II, 9:4)

3

Professor Mazar

“I remember, on one of my first visits to the digs around the Kotel area,
Professor Mazar told me, Do you see this, that it is true that famous
midrash! Behold, this One stand behind our Wall... behind the Western
Wall of the Temple, Why? Because the Holy One has sworn that it shall
never be destroyed. And the Western Wall and Hulda Gates truly were
not destroyed.”

4
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Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, And Jerusalem
shall become heaps, And the mountain of the house as the high places of
a forest. (Micha 3:12)

5

When Vespasian had subdued the city, he assigned the destruction of the
four ramparts to the four generals, and the western gate was allotted to
Pangar. Now it had been decreed by Heaven that this should never be
destroyed because the Shechinah abode in the west. The others
demolished their sections but he did not demolish his. Vespasian sent for
him and asked, “Why did you not destroy your section? He replied, “By
your life, I acted so for the honor of the kingdom; for if I had demolished
it, nobody would know what it was you destroyed, but when people look
at the western wall they will exclaim Perceive the might of Vespasian
form what he destroyed!” (Midrash Raba, Eicha Ch. I 5:31)

6

During 2000 years of Israel’s exile and dispersion from the land, many
wars have been fought over the city of Jerusalem, which has been
destroyed and rebuilt no less than 9 times. However, despite the fact that
the city was in the possession of strangers who wished to wipe ont every
trace of its glorious past, something remained intact, the Western Wall.
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Babylon - baa

1
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And Bavel, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the pride of the Kasdim,

shall be as when G-d overthrew Sedom and Amora. It shall never be
inhabited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to_ generation,
neither shall the Aravi pitch tent there nor shall the shepherds make
their folds there. And their houses shall be full of owls and ostriches shall
dwell there; and the goats shall dance there. And the jackals shall cry in
their castles, and wild dogs in their pleasant palaces; and her time is
near at hand, and her days shall not be prolonged. (Yeshayahu 13:19-22)

2
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And I will pay back to Bavel and to all the inhabitants of Kasdim all
their evil that they have don in Tziyon in your sight, says the Lord:...
And they shall not take of you a stone for a corner, nor a stone for
foundations. but you shall be desolate forever, says the Lord:... And the
land trembles and withers in pain; for every purpose of the Lord shall be
performed against Bavel, to make the land of Bavel a desolation witheut
inhabitant.  (Yirmiyahu 51:24,26,29)
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The city of Babylon was the capital of the old Babylonian empire from
about 2000 B.C.E. It was the metropolis of antiquity, the centre of
Oriental civilisation. Nebuchadnezzar restored it in the middle of the
sixth century. Of this city the prophet said: “And Babylon, the glory of
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldeans’ excellency, shall be as G-d’s
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, neither
shall it be dwelt in from generation to generation; neither shall the
Arabian pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make their folds
there. But wild beasts of the desert shall live there; and their houses shall
be full of owls; and ostriches shall dwell there, and goats shall dance
there. And jackals shall cry in their desolate castles, and in their pleasant
palaces; and her time is near to come, and her days shall not be
prolonged.”

After the reign of Cyrus, Babylon still continued to be an important city,
remaining one of the capitals of the Persian Empire. But gradually the
city became more and more deserted. Alexander the Great intended to
make it the centre of his world empire, but his early death prevented
this. And Babylon eventually passed from the scene. It was reduced to
rubble and remained in this condition until our time as a constant
witness to the truth of the predictions of the Hebrew prophets.

P. Biberfeld, Universal Jewish History Vol I page 22

Kosher Animals

1
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe and Aaron telling them to speak to the
Israelites and convey the following to them: Of all the animals in_the
world, these are the ones that you may eat: Among mammals, you may
eat any one that has true hooves that are cloven and that brings up its
cud. However, among the cud-chewing, hoofed animals, these are the
ones that you may not eat: The camel shall be unclean to you although it
brings up its cud, since it does not have a true hoof. The shafan shall be
unclean to you although it brings up its cud, since it does not have a true
hoof. The arneves shall be unclean to you although it brings up its cud,
since it does not have a true hoof. The pig shall be unclean to you
although it has a true hoof which is cloven, since it does not chew its cud.
Do not eat the flesh of any of these animals. (Leviticus 11:1-8)

3
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2 The identifying signs of the clean animals are specified in the Torah as
two: the true cloven hoof and the chewing of the cud ( rumination). Both
must be present. In addition all ruminators have no incisor teeth in the
upper jaw. All ruminators have cloven hoofs, with the sole exception of
the camel. And all cloven hoofed animals ruminate, with the exception of
the pig. 3 Therefore if one finds an animal in the desert with its hooves
cut off and he does not recognize it, he should look in its mouth if it
doesn’t have incisors in the upper jaw it is kosher, if he knows it’s not a
camel. Similarly if one finds and animal and its mouth is mutilated he
should check its feet, if it has cloven hooves it is kosher, if he knows it’s
not a pig. (Rambam, Forbidden food Chapter 1:2)

4
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Was Moshe a hunter of an archer? This refutes those who maintain that
the Torah was not divinely revealed. (Chulin 60b)
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Kosher Fish

1
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This is what you may eat of all that is in the water: You may eat any
creature that live in the water, whether in seas or rives a5 long as it has
fins and scales.  (Leviticus 11:9)

2
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Among that which is in the water, you may eat anything that has fins and
scales. But those which have no fins and scales, you may not eat, since
they are unclean to you. (Deuteronomy 14:9-10)
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Whatsoever has scales has fins but there are some that have fins and no
scales. (Nidah 6:9)
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Then why didn’t the Almighty write kaskeset and there would be no need
for the mention of fins? R. Abbahu replied and so it was also taught at
the school of R. Yishmael, To make the teachings of the Torah great and
glorious.  (Nidah 51b)
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