
INSP IR ING  A  L I FE  OF  MEANING AND CONNECT ION

In this week’s Parsha the pasuk states, “And Hashem’s glory In this week’s Parsha the pasuk states, “And Hashem’s glory 

appeared like a consuming fire on top of the mountain”. appeared like a consuming fire on top of the mountain”. 

((24:1724:17) The Ralbag derives the following lesson from here, ) The Ralbag derives the following lesson from here, 

“This Pasuk informs us that while Moshe was on the mountain “This Pasuk informs us that while Moshe was on the mountain 

receiving the Torah in its totality from Hashem, there was a receiving the Torah in its totality from Hashem, there was a 

sign through which Klal Yisrael would recognize that he was sign through which Klal Yisrael would recognize that he was 

receiving prophecy from Hashem. This sign enhanced their receiving prophecy from Hashem. This sign enhanced their 

belief in the truth of the Torah.” belief in the truth of the Torah.” 

At first glance, this need to provide a sign to Klal Yisrael At first glance, this need to provide a sign to Klal Yisrael 

that Moshe Rabbeinu was receiving prophecy from Hashem that Moshe Rabbeinu was receiving prophecy from Hashem 

is perplexing, and necessitates deeper understanding. The is perplexing, and necessitates deeper understanding. The 

Pasuk tells us that the events of Har Sinai caused the Klal Pasuk tells us that the events of Har Sinai caused the Klal 

Yisrael to believe in Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecies forever. Yisrael to believe in Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecies forever. 

As it says, “As it says, “וגם בך יאמינו לעולםוגם בך יאמינו לעולם.” In addition, the Rambam writes .” In addition, the Rambam writes 

that their belief in Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecies was not that their belief in Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecies was not 

based on  the miracles he performed, but on the revelation at based on  the miracles he performed, but on the revelation at 

Har Sinai. Based on the above mentioned sources it is clear Har Sinai. Based on the above mentioned sources it is clear 

that after Har Sinai Klal Yisrael was fully confident in Moshe that after Har Sinai Klal Yisrael was fully confident in Moshe 

Rabbeinu as a Navi Hashem, and had no doubts. Therefore, Rabbeinu as a Navi Hashem, and had no doubts. Therefore, 

we need to explicate the necessity of this sign. we need to explicate the necessity of this sign. 

The Ralbag must have understood that although Klal Yisrael The Ralbag must have understood that although Klal Yisrael 

had reached full intellectual awareness that Moshe Rabbeinu had reached full intellectual awareness that Moshe Rabbeinu 

was the Navi Hashem, emotionally a person always needs was the Navi Hashem, emotionally a person always needs 

Chizuk. As the Pasuk says, “ Chizuk. As the Pasuk says, “ וידעת היום והשבת אל לבבךוידעת היום והשבת אל לבבך.” Therefore, .” Therefore, 

Hashem provided the sign to allow their Yediah of Moshe Hashem provided the sign to allow their Yediah of Moshe 

Rabbeinu as being the emissary of Hashem, to penetrate Rabbeinu as being the emissary of Hashem, to penetrate 

even deeper within their hearts. We can learn a powerful even deeper within their hearts. We can learn a powerful 

lesson from here. Notwithstanding the fact that a person has lesson from here. Notwithstanding the fact that a person has 

reached clarity in Emunah, he needs to constantly reinforce reached clarity in Emunah, he needs to constantly reinforce 

his beliefs and implant them firmly in his heart. his beliefs and implant them firmly in his heart. 

This need to deepen our beliefs can be best understood when This need to deepen our beliefs can be best understood when 

a person realizes how vulnerable he is to outside influences. a person realizes how vulnerable he is to outside influences. 

This vulnerability is illustrated by the Rabbeinu Bachya in This vulnerability is illustrated by the Rabbeinu Bachya in 

this week’s Parshah. The Pasuk  states (this week’s Parshah. The Pasuk  states (23:24-2523:24-25), “You should ), “You should 

not bow down to their gods…And you should serve Hashem.” not bow down to their gods…And you should serve Hashem.” 

The Rabbeinu Bachya comments, “Since the idol worshippers The Rabbeinu Bachya comments, “Since the idol worshippers 

that we mentioned before think that through this service that we mentioned before think that through this service 

they will attain all their wants, and their astrological sign will they will attain all their wants, and their astrological sign will 

reign supreme bringing them success, the Pasuk mentions reign supreme bringing them success, the Pasuk mentions 

now that it is only fitting to serve Hashem, and from Him will now that it is only fitting to serve Hashem, and from Him will 

come blessing and every benefit.”come blessing and every benefit.”

The Rabbeinu Bachya implies that since the idol worshipers The Rabbeinu Bachya implies that since the idol worshipers 

think that their success is due to their service of them, and we think that their success is due to their service of them, and we 

are exposed to this thought process, we are now vulnerable are exposed to this thought process, we are now vulnerable 

to idol worship. Therefore the Pasuk has to warn us to serve to idol worship. Therefore the Pasuk has to warn us to serve 

Hashem as success is only from Him. This vulnerability is Hashem as success is only from Him. This vulnerability is 

quite perplexing, idol worship is one of the three cardinal quite perplexing, idol worship is one of the three cardinal 

sins that one must give up his life for. In addition, Klal Yisrael sins that one must give up his life for. In addition, Klal Yisrael 

witnessed the miracle of Yetzias Mitzraim, and witnessed witnessed the miracle of Yetzias Mitzraim, and witnessed 

Hashem’s revelation at Har Sinai, surely they knew there was Hashem’s revelation at Har Sinai, surely they knew there was 

no other power besides Hashem! Furthermore, the Rabbeinu no other power besides Hashem! Furthermore, the Rabbeinu 

Bachya implies, just the mere thought process alone can Bachya implies, just the mere thought process alone can 

impact Klal Yisrael even without them seeing the counter impact Klal Yisrael even without them seeing the counter 

viewpoints actually work. viewpoints actually work. 

We see from here how easily a person is influenced and We see from here how easily a person is influenced and 

swayed by counter-viewpoints. It is therefore critical that we swayed by counter-viewpoints. It is therefore critical that we 

constantly review and reinforce our beliefs. constantly review and reinforce our beliefs. 
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Based on the weekly Shmuess given by HaRav Shaya Cohen, Rosh HaYeshiva, Yeshiva Zichron Aryeh

לעילוי נשמת גיטל בת הרב אליעזר מנוח | הרב יוסף חיים בן מאיר | רפאל חיים דוב בן בן-ציון שלום | ר' ברוך בן ר' יהודה | שרה בת ר' יחזקאל | ראובן יוסף בן יהושע | לרפואה שלמה יוסף בן מלכה מטל 

פרשת
משפטים

___

VOL 74



   is a project of   
 

     

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  A D D I T I O N A L  C O N T E N T  P L E A S E  V I S I T  P R I O R I T Y- 1 . O R G

Shir HaShirim Insights 
In loving memory of Mr. Marvin Halpern

 Emunah Highlights 
A Westwood Realty Initiative

I understand how important it is to study Shir 
HaShirim, but, unfortunately, I have a very 
limited amount of time to learn, isn’t it more 
important that at use it to study more basic 
texts?

As important it is for someone who learns 
many hours each day to study Shir HaShirim, 
it is far more important for someone who is 
limited in his ability to learn Torah. For the 
latter begins to doubt his spiritual greatness 
and there is nothing more detrimental than 
that to his Avodas Hashem, as Rabeinu Yonah 
writes in Sha’arei Ha’Avodah: The first gate 
to Avodas Hashem is that one be aware of his 
own value, his importance, and the importance 
of his ancestors, and how they are appreciated 
and beloved by Hashem… And if, Chas 
V’shalom, one is not aware of his greatness 
and the greatness of his ancestors, it will be 
easy in his eyes to go the way of the depraved… 

For those who are not involved in full-time 
Torah study and struggle in their Avodas 
Hashem, it is all the more important for them 
to study Shir HaShirim, for in it they will see 
the spiritual greatness that is within them as 
well, which is the first gate into true Avodas 
Hashem!

In Perek Shira Chazal tell us the song that 
each of Hashem’s creations sing in praise 
to Hashem. The song of wheat, Chazal 
teach us, is the passuk in Tehillim (102:1), 
“A prayer of a poor man when he folds 
himself (hunched over) and pours forth 
his plea before Hashem.”

What is the connection between wheat 
and this passuk?

Rav Chaim Kanievsky explains: When 
wheat is planted it must first rot and only 
then can new wheat sprout forth from it. 
Similarly, when a man prays out of utter 
destitution his prayer is accepted.

When we approach Hashem in prayer we 
must first realize that we are absolutely 
bereft of the slightest ability to improve 
our lot on our own, only than can you truly 
“throw your burden on Hashem and He 
will sustain you! (Tehillim 55:23)


