
 
With Me from Lebanon, My bride, with Me from Lebanon shall you come. 

(Shir HaShirim 4:8) 

 

I always knew his wedding would be something else. His special heart truly endeared him to many people 

and his vast wealth made it possible for him to display his happiness in a fashion that would not be soon 

forgotten. After years of turning down the finest and wealthiest matches, he had finally found his bride. 

On a visit to a poor community he had financially supported for years, he noticed the special and pure 

nature of one of it’s daughters and a few days later he was engaged. Being his dearest friend, I truly 

enjoyed the evening reveling in his joy, however, one thing left me bothered. The bride’s background was 

easily noticeable in her humble appearance and simple way she carried herself. She looked like she had 

come straight from her pauper home to her own extravagant wedding. With money not being an 

obstacle, why wouldn't my friend, with his heart of gold, take the time and money to make sure his bride 

adapted to the ways and regality of the rich, bringing her to the chupah with the appearance of a true 

queen. A few days later, still bothered by the question, I dared to broach the subject to my dear friend. 

His response only reinforced his great respect in my eyes. “I did this with specific intent. You’ll see, in a 

few weeks you'll think she was a queen from birth. However, I wanted to reinforce to my bride that the 

stunning beauty of the simple purity of her heart is what endeared her to me over all the other matches I 

was offered. Her unpreparedness that night beautifully underscored this for all to see.” 

Perhaps the above analogy can explain the following Medrash on our opening pasuk: 

Rav Levi said: In the world, it is customary to adorn the bride with jewelry and perfumes and only then 

she enters her marriage, but Hashem didn’t do so. Rather, He said to Klal Yisroel: “With Me from 

Lebanon, My bride,” - from mud and bricks I took you and made you a bride. (Shemos Rabah 23) 

Why did Hashem not give us some time to acclimate to our new royal status, be it in our outer appearance 

or spiritually?  

Perhaps it was for the very reason of the groom in the above analogy. He wanted to comfort all future 

generations as He does in the above pasuk in Shir HaShirim.  “My love for you isn't based upon your outer 

appearance or even your lofty spiritual state. Look how you were when I chose you? A nation of slaves who 

had not long before ignored Moshe’s tidings of their imminent redemption, favoring their attachment to 

Avodah Zara. Rather, My love for you is based on the love and loftiness that you inherited from your 

forefathers which is forever buried deep in your souls regardless of your awareness of it.” 

Yes! We, in whatever physical or spiritual state we may presently find ourselves are worthy of the 

Creator’s hand in eternal matrimony. That is why even in our lowly state he will go to the ends  

of the Earth to bring us back to him, knocking on our door and pleading: Open for me, My  

Sister, My Beloved, My Dove, My Perfect One, for My head is full of dew, (I have come  

despite the elements) My locks with the drops of the night." (Shir HaShirim 5:2) 

 

 


