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Introduction to the 10 Plagues:

The Midrash on Proverbs * states that the young children of the egyptians did more harm
to the jews than the adult Egyptians because the Jews figured that the young children don't pay
attention to what they see or hear and won't report anything back to their parents 2, However,
the Egyptians trained their children to act as spies. Also, Pharach decreed that an Egyptian
family should live between every two Jewish families even in the land of Goshen.Therefore,
there were always Egyptian children around. Moreover, to go in and out of their houses the
Jews had to open their doors even if Egyptian children were playing or just standing there. The
Egyptian children were trained to say nothing but keep their eyes and ears open and report
back to their parents if they heard any baby making any type of noise, especially crying, and
from which home did it come. Also, the Egyptian women would send their young bright
daughters to the ladies bath house to notice which Jewish women were pregnant and in which
month of pregnancy was each lady ®. This way they would be able to figure out the due date of
each lady. Armed with this information the Egyptians would come to the Jewish home with a
small Egyptian baby-and pinch the child to make him cry. When the Jewish child who was
hidden by his parents heard the Egyptian child crying, it also started crying and was shatched
up by the Egyptian men and was taken away.Meanwhile, the Jewish mother stared in harror hut
was helpless to stop the Egyptians from taking away her child.

Because the Egyptians enlisted the aid of their children in order to be able to snatch
away Jewish children, the first 4 plagues had an undercurrent of punishing the Egyptian
parents. The Egyptian woman stood by helplessly and gazed in horror as 'n took away the soul
of the Egyptian child during the first three plagues or as in the fourth plague, the plague of wild
animals, even the body of the Egyptian baby %, Now at least the Egyptian mathers actually felt
how the Jewish mothers felt when the Egyptians took away the Jewish baby as its mother
looked on in horror but was helpless to do anything to save her baby. After the fourth plague,
babysitters and nannies were no longer needed. And the Jewish men began taking care of the
Egyptian animals.

1 Midrash, Proverbs 19:21, on the verse in Song of Songs 215, And Midrash Song of Songs 2:33
2 Pirush Zera Avrohom on Midrash Mishlei words “[NtN KDY

3 Midrash Shir Hashirim Rabbah 2:33 "
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Why The Land of Egypt?

Why did ‘0 pick Egypt as the place where our forefather Yaakov and his descendants
would dwell for 210 years? The Midrash ° states “there was no other nation as Egypt that was
so steeped in disgusting and reprehensible practices and ways that were immoral; They
practiced black magic, engaged in illicit relationships, and all evil practices.” For these actions
they deserved to be punished and even wiped out, But their punishment would have come
through a natural occurrence either being conguered by a stronger couniry or being decimated
by a flood, plague, famine or similar occurrence 8 However, now that our forefather Yaakov and
his descendants settled in Egypt, were enslaved by the Egyptians, who gave them hard and
backbreaking work and tried to kill out all the Jewish male babies, N Would also punish them
with a vengeance for their sins against ‘'n and for the sins against his children, the Jews .

If Egypt was at that time a small country only the Egyptians and maybe some
neighboring countries would have known about the miracles that 'n performed and that ‘0 is the
ultimate ruler of the whole world 8, Even if the news spread, the other nations would have said
that ‘f can beat a small king but not a great king that was a world powet.

Therefore, Hashem made Egypt a world power, then sent Yakov and his descendants
into Egypt. According to other opinions Joseph and his brothers made Egypt a world power.
After the whole generation died out, the enslavement began, as we read in the beginning of the
. book of Exodus, After the Jews were in Egypt for 209 years, Hashem now punished the
Egyptians with a vengeance. The 10 plagues, everybody agreed, were supernatural
occurrences sent by a supernatural power. The vengeance ended with the drowning of the
Egyptians in the Yam Suf. Since Egypt was the ruling world power, all the nations heard about it
® Thus, we find that Yisro, who was a former pagan priest, comes to his son-in-law, Moshe,
after hearing about the miracles that 'n performed *°. So too, 40 years later, Rahav told the 2
people who Yehoshua sent to spy out the city of Jericho, that upon hearing how the Egyptians
drowned in the Yam Suf the hearts of all the residents of Jericho melted and they didn't have
any strength left to fight the Jews *.

5 Tana Devei Eliyahu Rabbah 7.8

s pirush Me'orel Ha'Eish 12 NIX on the Tana Devei Eliyahu Rabbah 7:8
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8 pjrush Mi‘aneh Eliyahu 21 NIX on the Tana Devel Eliyahu Rabbah 7:8
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Why 10 Plagues?

In Psalms when King David Recounts some of the plagues, he states that during the
plague of wild animals the animals killed the Egyptians while during a previous plague, the
plague of frogs, the frogs only crippled the people. Similarly, in the Torah it states that the plague
of hail ruined all of the crops except for wheat and spelt which the following plague, that of '
locusts, consumed, The Alshich asks why Hashem needed two plagues to kill the Egyptians. He
could have caused the frogs to eat the inner organs of the Egyptians and kill them. That way he
wouldn't have needed the plague of wild animals. Similarly, the hail could have ruined even the
wheat and spelt crops and the locust plague wouldn't be needed. The Alshich answers that
when Hashem punishes a country with a plague he is controlling the plague. Unlike a human
king who, when he gets very angry ata rebelling country, he is caught in the throes of anger and
vengeance and can't control his anger and vengeance, Therefore, his decrees against the
rebelling people know no bounds. However, by Hashem, reward and punishment is an
intellectual issue. Does he deserve it or not 12, Therefore, when Hashem punishes people he -
uses a standard that the punishment should fit the crime and not more than that.

Based on the above, the Alshich says that when Hashem punishes people or a country
by means of a miracle, there really are two miracles in avery miracle. First, is the miracle that
Hashem made to punish the guilty party/ rasha and that it fits the crime perfectly. Second, is the
miracle inside the first miracle: that they weren't punished more than they deserved. Only
Hashem knows what is the right amount of punishment for each plague and what the plague is
supposed to aceomplish. -

Also, there are many reasons for every plague. Not ali of them are known to us.
Therefore, for the other reasons there had to be 10 plagues.

Lastly, the Alshich 3 mentions that Hashem wanted that the Jews should merit to see
with their own eyes the 10 plagues because the 10 plagues corresponded to the way that
Hashem created the world, which was with 10 pronouncements as stated in the book of
Genesis in the story of the creation of the world, Therefore, Hashem openly changed the taws of
nature 10 times for all to see, to show that he created the world, that he is running the world and
that he can change the laws of nature which he created anytime he sees fit.

12 pgalms 78:45
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Staff Turns Into a Snake

The Torah ™ states that the first sign that Moshe used to prove to Pharach that Hashem

* Who is a superpower, and the creator of the whole world, sent him to Pharaoh, was that Aaron
threw down his staff and it turned into a snake. Seeing this feat, the Egyptian wizards also threw
down their staffs which also turned into snakes. Next, the Torah tells us that Aaron’s snakes
swallowed up the snakes of the Egyptian wizards. At this site, Pharach got angry at Moshe and
told him that he didn't prove anything because Egypt is full of wizards that can also do the same
thing *®. Pharaoh then took two 5-year-old boys out of their school and they also turned their
sticks into snakes. Then he called his wife and even she turned her staff into a snake 18,
Therefore, Pharach claimed that Moshe was just another wizard ¥/, The fact that Aaron's snake
ate the other snakes just proves that he is a bigger wizard. It doesn't prove that the snake had
any supernatural powers or that Moshe and Aaron were sent o Pharach by a supernatural
power. The question arises: "Why did Hashem want the staff of Aaron to be turned into a snake
altogether, since it didn't prove anything?" Pharaoh only got scared after Aaron's staff swallowed
all of the staffs of the Egyptian advisors. One answer suggested, is that Moshe told Pharaoh

 that Aaron's staff might eat him up. This answer cannot be correct because Hashem told Moshe
that he must show honor to Pharaoh by speaking respectfully to Pharach as befits a king %,
Even when Moshe told Pharach that after the last plague, the death of the firstborn children,
Pharach’s servants would come to him and tell him to leave Egypt with all of the Jews. Still he
couldn't say "His Royal Highness will come with an entourage as befits a great king". He had fo
leave out Pharach altogether because it would have been disrespectful to Pharach even just'to
mention that he would have to take such an action. How much more disrespectful to Pharaoh is
it to mention that their snake will kill him. Thus, we still have the guestion why did Hashem want
Aaron's staff to turn into a snake.

\

To answer this question we first have to review Egyptian polytheism,
their worship of more than one ‘god' of ‘goddess’. They worshiped the Nile
River because it allowed them to become successful and wealthy farmers
and they became the bread basket for the Middle East. They worshiped the
sheep *° because it is the first constellation of the zodiac-in the sky.
Pharach claimed that he is a ‘god’ % and he created the Nile river. There
are 2 relatively unknown ‘goddesses’ that are relevant to the 10 plagues,
the frog ‘goddess’ and the snake ‘goddess’, The snake ‘goddess’ is
represented by a king cobra snake standing on its tail ready to strike its
victim (see image). This is the Egyptian 'goddess’ of protection who will
defend Egypt from its enemies, Over the centuries it has taken on some
new meanings and has become customarily part of Pharach's headdress.
Its new meanings are, that the bearer of the king cobra symbol has been given a divine legal
right to rule over the entire country and if anybody dares to attack the Pharaoh, the king cobra
on his head dress will defend the Pharaoh by spitting out fire at the attacker. Thus, now we can

14 Shamos 7:10-12

15 shemos Rabhah Parshas Va'eira 9:6
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say that Moshe was telling Pharaoh that their snake will eat up the snake that Pharoah is relying
on for protection against all enemies, However, Pharoah stifl claimed that Moshe has not proven
that their snake had any superpowers or that a superpower sent them to Pharoah.

Now Hashem uses our arch-enemy Bilaam to prove that Pharoah is wrong. Bilaam
thought that Moshe was just a big wizard actually thought he was helping Pharoah to defeat
Moshe 2L. He said that in the realm of nature we find that big fish eat smaller fish and big snakes
eat smaller snakes, Thus, what Aaron’s snake did was something natural. If you, Moshe, want
to prove that your snake has superpowers and that you were sent by a Superpower, you have 1o
do something that is not natural. Therefore, let your shake spit out all the snakes that it
swallowed and all of us will grab the tail of our respective snakes and then turn them back into
staffs again. Aaron should do the same. Next, all of us including Aaron will throw down our
respective staffs and let them remain as staffs. Now if Aaron's staff will eat up our staffs, it will
have done something that is not natural and it will prove that Aaron’s staff possesses
supernatural powers and that you were sent by a supernatural power to Pharoah. Moshe
agreed to this challenge and Aaron's snake spit out all the snakes of the advisors and
everybody did as Bilaam stipulated and this time Aaron’s staff ate up all of the other staffs.
Pharoah then became frightened and thought to himself, “what if Moshe should command

.Aaron's staff to eat up my throne or even worse, to eat my throne with me on it?"

Thanks to our enemy Bilaam, Aaron's staff was proven to have SUperpowers and that
Hashem, who is The Superpower, sent Moses and Aaron to Pharoah. Therefore, when Aaron’s
staff turned into a snake it is because of the superpowers that it possesses and not because
Moshe is a wizard. Now that Pharoah realizes this, he also has to fear: what if Moshe has Aaron
turn his staff into a snake and command his shake to eat up the snake that | rely on for
protection from my enemies? '

The frog ‘goddess’ will be discussed in the introduction to the plague of the frogs.

2t gefer Hayashar on this episode



Introduction to the plague of the frogs:

The book entitled ‘Compilation of the Levite' by Sadia Kovshi
mentions that the Egyptians had a 'goddess’ of fertility. She was
considered the ‘goddess' of pregnancy, childbirth and of having healthy
children. She was represented sometimes as a lady with the head of a
frog and sometimes just as a frog because the frog was an ancient
symbol of fertility (see image->). The Egyptian woman looked to her for
protection during pregnancy and childbirth to such an extent that
Egyptian women wore talismans.or metal amulets in the form of a frog
(see image below) as good luck charms, to enlist her favor. Now we can
get a deeper understanding why the plague of frogs was the second
plague. The first plague, in which Hashem changed one of the prime
‘gods’, the Nile River, from being sweet water into blood, showed the Egyptians that Hashem
can even control their mighty benevolent ‘god’ and turn him into a destructive mass murderer
who not only killed out their supply of cheap and plentiful
fish, but also ruined their whole very lucrative fishing
industry. Moreover, they're nile ‘god’ killed out babies and
other young children as well as old and infirm elderly
people, who couldn't hold-out till their family meimbers
came hack from Goshen with the water that they
purchased there, because of one of the greatest traffic
jams that occurred in history [To be explained in 2025 if
not this year]. Thus, Hashem showed how helpless their
‘god’ is and they shouldn't pray to him.

Now during the second plague, frogs, Hashem uses their ‘goddess’ of fertility, childbirth
and healthy children to kill babies and young children, since they can't tolerate a high decibel
count, as well as older people who also couldn't tolerate the foud noise and fell down dead even
in the middle of the streets as mentioned in Midrashim. Furthermore, during the plague of frogs,
Hashem sent the snake ‘goddess’ also to attack the Egyptians. The king cobra’s bite Is very
poisonous and can kill & person in half an hour. The snakes also came through the floor without
warning. Nobody was foolish enough te think that the king cobra snake was there to protect
them. Thus, the message of Hashem was clear to them: Why pray to these two 'goddesses’
when Hashem can use them to punish the Egyptians?

Also, concerning the Egyptian women, we can see how the punishment fits the crime
and the punishment should enable them to realize that they sinned against the Jewish women.
Every Egyptian woman endured the rigors of the pregnancy while all the time praying to her frog
'goddess’ to have a healthy pregnancy. Then she endured a childbirth before which she prayed
to her frog 'goddess’ that she should survive the childbirth and she should give birth to a living
and healthy child. Finally she is given the live baby, whom she holds, loves and takes care of,
Now during the plague of frogs her baby dies. Why did the child die? Because the child didn't
have the abllity to hear the very loud noise made by the frogs for an extended time. She feels a
lot of pain and anguish at the baby's death. Look what she went through to get a live and
lovable child and now the baby is taken away from her. How could her loving and caring
‘guddess’ be so cruel to her by sending little frogs to make such loud noise? She misses her
baby and wants to have the baby back. Yet, she didn't feel the pain of the Jewish mothers when




she came through their homes to ferret out where they were hiding their haby and then taking
the baby away from the mother while the mother looked on in pain and anguish. Now that the
Egyptian mother also lost a child, she can begin to feel bad about taking away a jewish child
from his mother, and begin to feel the mother's pain and anguish. This way she may come to
realize that maybe because of her sin against the Jewish mothers she also lost her chiid.



The day of departure from Egypt:

After the 10 plagues were over, the next day the Jews left Egypt. The Jews left in a state
of ecstasy. They were in 7th Heaven and on Cloud 9. The Jews who left were born into slavery
and spent all their lives as slaves. Only way out of slavery was to lay down on the job {dead)
(Didn't need to give two weeks notice). Some even looked forward to that day. Now at last they
are free rmen and are headed back to the promised land of their ancestors. Moreover, each
_ person is a multi-millionaire. Everyhody has at least 90 donkeys loaded with gold, ‘silver, jewelry
and clothing. This is something they never would have dreamed of in a million years. The
Midrash, Tehitlim 105;13 Asks the question: “who were more happy that the Jews left, the Jews
or the Egyptians?” | would have said the Jews. They were in the height of ecstasy. One can't be
happier than that, Even if one says that the Egyptians were truly happy, not just relieved or glad
that the plagues ended. Also, even if one says they were as happy as the Jews, still they were
not mare happy than the Jews. Yet the Midrash answers that the Egyptians We're happier than
the Jews. How is this possible? Accarding to the book entitled The wisdom of King Solomon, we
may have an answer: Because the Jews didn't fry to take advantage of the Egyptians during the
plague of darkness and retaliate against them when they had the oppottunity to do so, the
Egyptians realized that they made a terrible mistake in thinking that the Jews would join forces
with their enemies and fight against them in time of war. They finally realized how good and
great the Jews were, also, they regretted with all of their hearts that they made the Jews their
siaves and for all of the horrible treatment that the Jews received at their hands. Now that they
were so humiliated and embarrassed because of their behavior, they not only asked the Jews
with all of their hearts to forgive them for everything that they did to them and for what they tried
" to perpetuate on them, but they even blessed them and acknowledged that they were Hashem's
chosen people. Thus when the Jews asked the Egyptians to lend them gold and silver vessels
and beautiful clothing together with jewelry, so that they can worship Hashem all dressed up, as
hefits subjects coming to see their king; “The Egyptians were overjoyed that they had the
resources to help them out and [with a full heart] They wanted the Jews to celebrate their
holiday.” King David wrote about this incident in Psalms 105 “The Egyptians were happy when
the Jews left’ Because the Egyptians were so happy that this great people were leaving, they
even helped them get into their carriages and wagons.

The question was raised: “How can somebaody be more happy than someone who feels
that he is in the seventh heaven or cloud nine?” Now we have an answer: Even if a person won
a $10 billion lottery it doesn’t compare to the joy and happiness one can have when performing
a mitzvah. The Arizal told people that the reason he reached such a high level of sanctity that
the spirit of Hashem rested on him was because when he did a mitzvah, His joy in performance
of the Mitzvah was greater than his joy would have been had he gota gift of everything in this
world. This, he said, is the meaning of the verse in Deuteronomy, Parsha Ki Savo chapter 28
verse 47, which explains why in a future time in history the Jews will be punished for not serving
Hashem properly. it states: “Because you didn't serve Hashem with joy and a glad heart with the
happiness and joy being even greater than the happiness and joy that one would feel if he
received everything in this worid."

The Egyptians were so happy at being able to make amends to the Jews for mistreating
them and for everything that they did to them including trying to kilt out all Jewish male children
and for giving them back breaking work; and for giving them jobs from which they hoped the
Jews would die. The Egyptians were so happy that they would be forgiven by the Jews, that




giving the Jews everything precious that they owned meant nothing to them when compared to
the forgiveness that they received from the Jews for everything that they did to them.

We should learn from the Egyptians the value of repentance and forgiveness by Hashem
for our sins. This is especially true on Yom Kippur. Furthermore, we should be very happy that
Hashem doesn't make us divest ourselves of our possessions, like the Egyptians had to do, to
make amends to Hashem for violating his laws. Moreover, he set up the world that he should be
able to forgive us each year even though we may repeat some or all of our sins from the

"previous year if we commit to trying harder.
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, 10 Makos Explained
Expanded Version 2028 With sources

In the Haggadah we say that there according to Rahhi Akiva there were 5 parts to each plague.

1) What are they? (The Sefer wIThn WA gives us the answer to this question.)
2) What else happened during each plague?
3) Why were these plagues chosen by 'n to punish Egyptians?

Each of these 3 questions will be dealt with separately for each plague,

DT ON

Water turned into blood.
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

When a "xn drank the blood, he died from it. nY19 was not affected by the plague and he drank regular
water.

a1y When mixn and Jew drank the same water simultaneously, the "ixn drank water. The plague was
that the mxn couldn’t drink water unless the lew was thirsty and agreed to drink the water
together with the xn.

Dyt When a "y¥n was thirsty, he forced a Jew to drink together with him, so ‘n caused the xn to
drink blood. Therefore, the i¥n was forced to buy water from a Jew and the Jews became
wealthy.

A7y The fish in the rivers died. This ruined their fishing industry, causing them to lose their livelihood
because they couldn’t sell fish anymare. It also took away an abundant and cheap supply of
food-fresh fish.

U XM nnhun The rivers smelled so terribly that no matter how much perfume a Nxn
put on to cover his body odor, the foul smell of the dead fish was all that they smelled.

1DN [N Blood was all over the whole country, even in the wood and stones. Blood came out of
wood and stones. Therefore, when they sat down on wood or stone seats or benches, blood seeped out
of their seats and ruined their clothing. Blood also seeped out of the stone walls. Even Ny was
harrified at seeing blood on the palace walls.

What else happened During the plague?

1 ¢ Blood seeped out of all their idols made of wood or stone.
2 ¢ Water not fit for human consumption did not turn into blood. However, it killed any myn who
tried to drinlk it.
The hard labor of building with bricks was suspended during this plague since they couldn’t
A make any bricks using blood instead of water.
¢ Ifamyn tried to drink blood or any other foul tasting and disgusting looking water, he died from
it.

3,



1 ¢ Any water stored in a container, even if it was there before the plague, turned into blood.

2 ¢ The juice of fruits that was squeezed out of fruits, or even if it just came out of the fruit on its

own, turned into blood.

3 ¢ Whenaxn tried to put a vessel containing food into the oven, blood would seep out of the
vessel and extinguish the fire. Therefore, the Egyptians couldn’t cook or bake anything and
some 0"xn died of hunger.

¢ Ifa¥n spit, his saliva turned into blood.

4

The Punishment Fits the Crime- DTN TA1D AT

5 & The nnyn tried to drown the Jewish children in their rivers, so their fish also died in their rivers.

The Egyptians worshipped the Nile River; it was their great God. So ‘n struck their God

first. He showed them that the Nile was helpless to defend itself and certainly couldn’t
protect the fish, whose lives depended on the Nile remaining water. The Nile definitely
couldn’t protect the people who prayed to it and claimed that it was their mighty God

and could easily defeat N,

6 % The Egyptians turned the Nile River, which is a blessing and a source of life for people, animals,

fish and crops, into a mass murderer of Jews. 50 0o, =y turned the water, which is a blessing
and source of life, into a murderer. 1t killed their plentiful and cheap food supply of fish as well
their entire seafood industry. It killed any Egyptian who tried to drink the blood as weli as
anyone who was unable to obtain drinkable water or enough water before they died of thirst.

7 % The Egyptians prevented the Jewish woman from using the waters of the river as a Mikvah, So
too, ‘n prevented the Egyptians from using the water of their rivers.

8 & The Egyptians made the Jews fetch water from the rivers for them. Now that it turned to blood,
they didn't have to do this work.




YTIOX Non
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?
(OXjNN  The YTI9X were 50 NUMErous, there was no place for the Egyptlans to step or 1o go.
nnay The YT19¥ made so much noise, the Egyptians couldn’t sleep or even talk to each other.

nyr When they kneaded dough to bake bread, the frogs would eat the dough and when they
rushed to put the dough in the hot ovens, the frogs would jump into the ovens and cool off the ovens.

nny Frogs would go into their stomachs alive and make a lot of noise. Also, frogs got absorbed by
the food while it was cooking. However, when the food was eaten, the food turned back into frogs and
made a lot of noise inside the Egyptians. This incessant and extremely loud intolerable noise was more
painful and caused them more anguish then either becoming crippled or even dying because of the
frogs. Pharaoh asked Moshe to remove this “death” fram him because of the tremendous and
unhearable noise,

Y1 N nnhun The frogs would attack and bite the organs of the Egyptians and cripple
them. Even while the frogs were inside them, the frogs bit them from the inside. The Egyptians really
dreaded that they may die from punctured organs or loss of blood.

What Happened during the plague?

4 Originally there were no frogs in the Nile River but since * nwanted there to be a plague of frogs,
He made the river swarm with frogs. The frogs then left the river and went up to the dry land,

5 ¢ Crocodiles and other dangerous creatures also came out of the water and killed people.

3 ¢ Snakescame along with the frogs and killed people.

4 ¢ nY19was sitting on his throne in front of a lot of people when frogs suddenly came and jumped
inside of him through his stomach and came out through his mouth.

5 ¢ Walis and floors made of stone moved aside and let the frogs through.

The frogs were able to have conversations with each other while inside people’s bodies.

¢ Frogs went into ny19’s bedroom and climbed up his bed to bother him. There was a beautiful

painting of NW, which the ny1vin the time of DnNaNcommissioned as artist to paint, hanging
above ny"9’s bed. nydliked to look at this painting before going to sleep but the frogs in his
bedroom prevented him from admiring it.

g ¢ Atthe endofthe plague, when the frogs died, the Egyptians had the job of disposing of
tm of frogs. They had to collect them, pile them up high, to get rid of them. Meanwhile,
the whole land stank from the stench of dead frogs.

9 ¢ Fach Egyptian had to make 4 large heaps of frogs in the four comers of their homes.
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The Punishment Fits the Crime- 0T 7213 2N

1 %
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The Egyptians made Jews catch creeping, crawling things with their bare hands for their own
amusement so ‘ nsent them these creatures in abundance,

The Egyptians forced the lewish men to go out of the city to catch these creatures and bring
them back into the city. Now Hashem caused the Egyptians 1o collect and make piles of the dead
frogs which gave off a disgusting odor.

The Egyptians tried to prevent the Jews from having children, the frogs by crippling the Egyptians
made them incapable of having children.

Jewish women had to remain silent and couldn’t cry out during childbirth. Iibrought creatures

that made a lot of noise and prevented the Egyptians from talking.




01 Non
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

19N NN The top 2 feet of dust and earth turned into 0'1, when the nxN walked, they were
walking on D2,

Ny The 01 bit into the flesh of the people and animals and felt like pins and needles entering
the body (not just on the surface.)

There were 14{1" different species of 0'33; the smallest was the size of a chicken egg and the largest
the size of a goose egg. There were 14 types to show the greatness of the plague that only the hand (1)
of ‘n could cause it.

oyt The Egyptians were scratching themselves, causing their skin to become scarred and full of
lines on their body. This also caused their skin to peel off.

RN The plague caused them to have very bad eyesight,

1 R nnhun The 013 entered their pots and dishes as well as alf of their food and would
cause the Egyptians to feel disgusted and vomit whatever they ate and drank.

What happened during the plague?

1 ¢ Allthe dust in Egypt became lice, even in {Wiawhere the lews lived, so that the Egyptians
shouldn’t make the lews make bricks from the dust in |Wia

2 ¢ The mronncouldn’t make magic, even ona large louse, because their feet couldn’t stand on the
ground as the whole ground was n'1vand that’s what they were standing on.

¢ The Egyptians tried digging down into the ground to find some dust but to no avail.

¢ Since there was no dust left in Egypt the hard labor of making bricks and building structures
ended.

5 ¢ Intheir houses, the walls made of dirt also turned to lice.

During the plague of n'there also occurred secondary plagues of darkness and boils.

7 ¢ THE PLAGUE OF LICE LASTED OVER A MONTH INSTEAD OF 7 DAYS. {Pharoah didn’t ask Moshe to
stop this plague, so it continued into the plague of the hoard of wild animals. The Lice left Egypt
together with the hoard of wild animals).
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The Punishment Fits the Crime- nTN Ta12 NN

14 % The Egyptians didn’t let the Jews take baths or wash their clothes, which caused the Jews to
suffer from lice, so ‘0 brought 01> upon the Egyptians also.

154 They made the Jews sweep their houses, yards, entrance ways, alleys and streets as well as take

care of their fields. Therefore, the [and turned into D12,



la¢ The Egyptians made men sweep the houses of women and women sweep the houses of men.

1  This caused an increase in hard work, and because they didn't allow the Jewish workers to take
baths, the Jewish workers got 0'1) on their bodies. Therefore, the Egyptians were punished with
the plague of 0'1),

& Normally 25-50 lice can fit on the head of a penny(as per google). Rabbi Meir Lambrosky, in his
sefer discussing the exodus from Egypt, mentions that lice are parasites, which live off the biood
of their hosts. Google confirmed this. Now we can understand why the midrash compares lice to
arrows which pierce the body. The parasite attaches itself to its host and sends down a tube
which penetrates the host’s body and sends back to the parasite the blood or nutrients that it
needs from the host. In Egypt there were swarms of giant lice on which the Egyptians stood and
which prevented them fromAdupiicating Moshe’s feat. These same giant lice attached
themselves to all the Egyptians including children and infants. The tubes of the giant lice pierced
the hodies of the adults, children and infants. The infants began to cry and the mothers couldn’t
calm down the hysterical infants and possibly children as well. If a parent was successful in
removing a louse there were 100 more waiting to draw blood from the infant. The infant was
traumatized. If it opens its eyes it sees huge bugs all over it, is helpless and cries for help. The
mother is also helpless and just worries what will happen to her child. Unfortunately, some
children died from this trauma while other children cried till they fell asleep. This was payback to
being in insensitive to the cries of the mother when the Jewish child was discovered and taken
away; also to the cries of the hysterical child.
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A mixture of wild beasts, flying creatures and crawling creatures.
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?
N NN The bears and lions killed the Egyptians.

nay The nurerous flying creatures blocked out the light, similar to what the locust did, and it was
dark during the plague.

Also, the Egyptians were soO bewildered, as they were running in fear of their lives, trying to escape from
the wild beasts, that they feli in broad daylight as if the sky was dark and they were on a slippery surface.

Dyt If they tried bolting their doors to prevent animals from entering their houses, ‘D sent in
various flying birds which entered through the windows and skylights and killed the Egyptians.

oy When the wild animals left Egypt at the end of the plague, any animal that the Egyptians
killed, skinned and/or tanned it's hide became alive again and left Egypt so that the Egyptians shouldn’t
derive any benefit from the plague.

Y1 N Inem The wild animals made holes, furrows, ditches and pits in the roads and in
people’s houses, making it very difficult to get around and travel. In fields, they ruined the plows
and furrows for planting crops.

What happened during the plague?

1 ¢ Hordes of wild animals, flying birds, snakes and other insects and lizards attacked Egypt.
2 & Eventhough each animal is an enemy of the other animals, they made peace with each other to
do the will of .

3 ¢ Domesticated animals like donkeys and oxen also killed Egyptians.

4 s \When the Egyptians barricaded themselves in their homes, ' Nsent octopuses to go o the roof
and open the doors and windows with their tentacles. Animals like elephants broke down doors
as well. Snakes and other predators came up through the earthen floors. In palaces and homes

5 with stone or marble floors, the floor panels would move aside to allow the predators to enter.

¢ Moshe went outside to the river to warn nyoof this plague so that nV19 would see for himself
that while he was outside neither he nor his advisors and servants saw even 1 animal in the
street, so there was no place from which the animals could have come. Yet, when they got home
their houses were already full of wild animals.

6 ¢ The Egyptians would have the Jewish person taking care of their children take 4 children outside
and along would come 4 animals and cach animal devoured one child, The Jewish caretaker
would come home to the Egyptian empty handed.

7 ¢ The hordes of wild animals that traveled to Egypt went through |wiato get to Egypt proper hut
they didn’t bother the Jews.

g ¢ The wild animals broke down trees and destroyed crops in the fields.

9 ¢ ‘n made a 01 that the 21 didn’t see [FIAYIN and therefore didn’t vandalize the land even
though they had permission to vandalize everything in Egypt.



The Punishment Fits the Crime- DTN 'TA12 NN
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The Egyptians made the Jews hunt wild animals for their enjoyment, with the intent that the
Jews would become food for the wild animals, Therefore, ‘A sent in the wild animals so that the
Egyptians should become the food of these wild animals.

The Jews were forced to take care of the Egyptian children, to keep them busy and away from
home. Therefore ‘0 sent in the hordes of animals to eat up the Egyptian children that the Jewish
women were taking care of.(They really took care of the kids)

Because the Egyptians were insensitive to the suffering and death of the Jewish children,
HaShem made them insensitive to the welfare of their own children. The Egyptian mothers sent
their 5 children out from safety into the street with a Jewish caretaker even though Moshe had
warned Pharach for 7 or 21 consecutive days prior to the plague what would happen if the Jews
weren't freed and sent out of Egypt.
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What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

The 5 parts of the plague correspond to the 5 species of animals killed during this piague.

Ao A

Horses
Donkeys
Camels
Cattle
Sheep

41T 11 s also considered 5 plagues because each species may have died one after another but not
during the same time.

What happened during the plague?

14
2 4
3¢
4 4
5 ¢
64

When an animal died the rider or person taking care of it also died.

Even ahimals in excellent health died suddenly at the same time as the other animals.

Wild animals not owned by Egyptians also died.

Jewish owned animals, even sick animals or animals on the verge of death did not die.

No lew sustained any loss through something getting broken or damaged.

if there was a dispute between a Jew and an Egyptian over the ownership of an animal in the
possession of the Egyptian, the dispute was resolved. If the animal belonged to the Egyptian, it
died, and if it didn’t die, it belonged to the Jew and he got it back.

The Punishment Fits the Crime- NN TA1D 0N

8 & After all the chiidren that needed caretakers got killed during the prior plague 2Ny, the

Egyptians made the Jews tend to their animals in the mountains, valleys and deserts, causing the
Jews to be away from home for a long time. Therefore, ‘n killed their horses, donkeys, camels,
cattie and sheep.
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|'0Y NN
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

1D [N Every N0 and animal was afflicted with boils which caused them so much pain they were
not able to even assist a fellow M¥n by putting a bandage on the other’s wound.

My Normally 'nw is just like pimples on the raw, diseased flesh. Now the |'nw also produced blisters
on the diseased flesh.

Dyt Normally when a blister is busted and the pus is removed, the raw flesh is visible and can heal.
Now, when they scratched the |'nw with their nails and removed the scab on the boil, they found
on the raw flesh biisters without pus in them that were very dry on the outside.

Y The pmiunn couldn’t stand before Moshe because they were also afflicted with |'nw and they
were tremendously embarrassed that Moshe should see them helpless even to remove |'NY from
themselves. The embarrassment hurt them even more than the suffering from the pnw.. (This
embarrassment caused them so much pain they hid in their homes and didn’t dare face Moshe again.)

Y1 N nnhun The effects of the plague on the skin remained with them until they died, as
their  skin never completely healed. When the mummy of nV19’s wife who ruled after him was
unwrapped, there were still scabs and scars over the whole body. {see book “Pharach” by Alexander
Hool, pages 36-41. Picture of neck on page 38.}

What happened during the plague?

14 Bothnwnand [NNN took 2 handfuls of soot and stood hefore nyo. .Miraculously, nwn took the

2 handfuls of soot from jnnX  and held all 4 handfuls in his 2 hands.

¢ nwn threw all of the soot up and miraculously it reached the heavens and spread out and
covered the whole country of mxn. Normally, soot which is very light and has no density, can-
not be thrown up ar in any direction for any meaningful distance.

¢ The Egyptians and their animals were covered with boils from head to toe. They were unable to
bathe and were constantly itching all over.

A+ The nnyn were also punished with nyAX at the same time, causing them intense pain.

56 Parts of the skin peeled off while other parts rotted and stank.

6¢ 1o suffered from this plague more than any of the previous plagues, so much so that ‘i had to
harden his heart so that he would not give in.

7 ¢ Al of the Egyptians said that this was a terrible plague.

84 ‘n plagued the Egyptians with 24 different strains of 'nw. . The treatment for one strain caused
each of the other 23 strains to worsen and hurt the infected person more. Therefore, there was
g no helpful treatment paossible.

¢ Scars, scabs and lesions remained on their bodies until they died.
o Note: this helped historians to pinpoint the time of the exodus by examining the
Egyptian mummies of the kings and queens for lesions on their skin. {See “Pharach” by
Alexander Hool, page 38, for a picture.}
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The Punishment Fits the Crime- 2TH “TA1> M

1+ The Egyptians made the Jews bath attendants, to heat or cool off the water as needed, but
didn’t allow the Jews to take a bath. As a result, the Jews always felt a need to scratch himself.
‘a sent the plague of boils so that the Nxn couldn’t bathe in either hot or cold water and
constantly had a terrible urge to scratch himself.

2 # The Egyptians kept the Jewish husbands away from their wives so the Egyptians were punished

with M1y ,which separates the diseased person from everyone else,

34 The ['nivn developed blisters and wounds on their feet which prevented them from being

respectful to nwn by standing up for him. They were also so embarrassed at being helpless, not
being able to remove the plague even from affecting them, that they stayed home in shame and
didn’t go to Ny again. This was payback for advising NS to throw the Jewish children into
the Nile River and for advising nuo to kill nwn when, as a little boy, he removed the crown from
the head of n¥o.

4% In all the previous plagues the [#n101N were able to at least say that because of their powers the

plague didn’t affect them. By ['nW the ['n107N were totally embarrassed and proven to be liars.

(Taken from Pharoh by Alexander Hool)
The Plague of Boils

One of the Ten Plagues visited on the Egyptians af the time of the Exodus was the Plague of Boils. In
Deuteronomy 28:27, we are told that this particular kind of boils remains for life.

This is the one plague that allows for the possibility of vivid testimony, surviving thousands of years
through to our time in the form of ancient mummies. Could it be that Providence provides us with ancient
mummies from the time of the early 18" Dynasty that might still bear the scars of this awesome

visitation on a nation of Egyptians?

Indeed, there is, and Edward Kasper has beaten us to it.

A number of years ago, Edward Kasper was watching a documentary film by Discovery Channel called
Secrets of Egypt’s Lost Queen, following the investigation of the Discovery team in 2007, led by Dr. Zahi
Hawass, in their secret search for eventual identification of the mummy of Queen Hoatshepsut. Kasper
saw a team display four mummies from the time of the 18" Dynasty, showing that they were covered
from top to toe in boifs. He had a sudden brainwave: Perhaps he was seeing actual scars of the Plague of
Boils. He researched the matter further and wrote an article in 2008, entitled “Evidence of the Exodus:
Scars from the Plague of Boils.”

This report is taken from thot article.
e The mummies of Thutmose Il and Thutmose Il are still extant today and have been examined,
first by Gaston Maspero in 1886, and then by G. Eliot Smith in 1912, and finally by the Discovery
team led by Dr. Zahi Hawass in 2007.
e Scars gll over the skin, synonymous with the Plague of boils described in Exodus 9:8-12, have
been found on the mummy of Thutmose Il. “The skin of the thorax, shoulders and arms... the
whole of the back... and legs... is studded with raised mascules varying in size from minute points
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of patches a centimeter in diameter. Several other contemporaneous mummied also show the
same.

e Using CAT scans, the Discovery team examined further the mummies of Thutmose I, Thutmose Ii.
Queen Hatshepsut and her nanny. All revealed the same scars and skin lesions-except for
Thumaose I.

e Thutmose Il is known to have died a sudden death in his early thirties, but the CAT scon on
Thutmose Il does not show any signs that he was killed. Thus, the cause of his death may very
possibly have resulted as a consequence of infection from the severe lesions on the skin. Indeed,
Josephus relates, evidently from records of the Exodus, that many Egyptians died from the blains
that broke out from boils.

Here is a similar report taken from an article based on the findings of Harvard University-educated
archaeologist and president of the Paleontological Research Corporation, Dr. John Klenck.

There is evidence that disease affected the royal court before the reign of Hatshepsut. The

mummy of Thutmose Il is the only corpse of a Pharoh during the Fighteenth Dynasty covered with
- cysts of unknown malady. These lesions coat the back, waist, arms and legs of Thutmose Il and
exhibits @ mixture of papules, scabs and scars up to several centimeters in fength. These cysts also cover
the corpse of the wet-nurse Sitre-in, who was probably unrelated to the royal  lineage. In addition,
Harshepsut and her successor, Thutmose [il... {missing the rest)



\'he. M
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What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

ioR NN The tremendous thunder which accompanied the lightning terrified 179 and n™myn into
submission to ‘0, therefore, he asked nwn to stop the thunder.

Aoy There was a very heavy rain of T0. .Every drop was the size of a Kosher DIgn of 40 NNO. This
was the type of hail that came down on the nations fighting ywIn! in Israel 41 years later.

nyut QOriginally the plague started aut as rain and later, through a very stormy wind turned into Hall.

an¥  There was fire was inside the T12.. The 12 broke the trees and the fire dried out all of the
moisture in the trees.

Y1 DN NNTYR When the 717 landed in fenced in pastures or corrals, the T2 drops stuck
together like showflakes and formed walls to prevent the livestock from escaping. The xn,
seeing that he couldn’t save his livestock, slaughtered the animals and tried carrying the dead
ahimals on his back to bring home as food for his family. However, very large birds of prey swooped
down on him each time he tried to bring home an animal and snatched the animal from him.

What happened during the plague?

1 ¢ Before the hailstones descended, clouds formed, there were numerous bolts of lightning, very
loud, deafening thunder and earthquakes. The Egyptians were tertified as was Pharoh,
2 ¢ The hailstones were 2 feet high; the top foot fire and the bottom foot ice. A special miracle
happened so that fire and water should be able to coexist and work together.
3 ¢ Whoever heard the sound of smashing hailstone became dumbfounded, but couldn’t escape.
4 ¢ Ifa mynwas sitting the hail killed him; if he was standing the fire killed him.
5 ¢ After the hail hit something, the fire would come out and burn it. After the fire hit something,
the hail would clobber it.
6 e The hail cut down all the trees, smashed all the seeds in the ground and killed all the roots that
were in the ground.
¢ After the hail broke the trees, the fire burned up the tree,
¢ ‘ntold nyo,” the plague of Twill remind you of all the prior plagues and you wil feel as if |
am striking you with all of the plagues at once”
g ¢ Amiracle occurred and the wheat and spelt crops weren’t destroyed by the hail and fire.
104 After the plague ended, the hail that was on its way down remained suspended in the sky for 41
years, until ' nused it against the kings fighting ywin,
11¢ The thunder was similarly suspended in the sky for almost 500 years, until it was used against
DK,
¢ The hail broke the houses on which it landed. The fire in the hail then burned down the
building.
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The Punishment Fits the Crime- nTn "TA1D AN

14 The Egyptians made the Jews plant and take care of their gardens, vineyards, trees and orchards,
and to be their night watchmen all year long. Therefore, ‘0 sent hail to destroy their vegetation.

24 They wanted to stone the Jews so ‘N stoned them with hail.

3% Rain never falls in Egypt. The land is irrigated by the rivers which rise and irrigate the land.
Therefore, Pharach and the Egyptians never experienced a thunderstorm. Seeing very large
lightning bolts and hearing the sounds of tremendously very loud thunder, made Pharaoh and
the entire Fgyptian populace shudder, feel very terrified and become enormously gripped with
fear of an impending doom even without the damage of the hail. This scaty scene continued for
7 days without any letup. At the end of 7 days everybody was so scared out of the wits that
Pharaoh agreed to let the Jews go if Hashem will stop the thunder. This is a payback for their
cruel treatment of the Jews. Some Jews felt that the cruel oppression that they were forced to
endure would not end during their lifetime and they feared an impending doom if Pharach
became any crueler. As it was viewed by a lot of the enslaved population, their death was their
only passport to freedom from working. So Hashem punished the Egyptians that they should feel
that their doom was impending even as they were oppressing other people.

44 Because of the inhumane treatment of the Jews and the fact that the Egyptians placed the
Jewish workers and their children in the building walls as makeup for bricks, and for throwing
the firstborn males into the river. The Egyptians were afraid that Hashem would punish them the
same way He punished Sodom and Gemorah.
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What are the 5 parts of the Plague?
IDN [INN The N2 covered the whole earth. There was so much na1x,, they couldn’t be counted and
nobody could see the ground.

Am1y  The swarm of locust was so thick, no one could see clearly and many people tripped and fell
while walking.

nur  The locust ate all the vegetation and fruits until there was nothing left.

A Next, they ate the flesh of the Egyptians. The nax would land on the Egyptians’ forehead and
eat their eyes out,

1 DN nnfun At the end of the plague, even the pickled and cooked NN feft the Egypt.
Even NN that was pickled or cooked before the plague began, left at the end of the plague.

What happened during the plague? %S¢ $¢ PAce Betino TH g

The nax would land on the face of a m¥n, eat his face and knock out and eat his eyes.

The NAON ate any greenery left over from T2,

A large number of species arrived in D*¥N. Some say there were 800 types!

Any tree that was cut or eaten by the "2IX was unable to grow anything after the plague.

The N27X ate clothing, jewelry and anything precious.

After finishing off the fields, they went into the houses of Egyptians.

The AN found the secret hiding spots and inner chambers of the Egyptians. They ate whatever

was in them even if it wasn’t food.

8 ¢ They closed up wells.

9 ¢ They would eat the Egyptians’ flesh.

104 Their spit was poisonous to the Egyptians and killed anybody that came in contact with it.

114  Unlike the frogs, when the plague ended none of the NN remained in DM¥n.. Until today no
NN go into Egypt.

12¢ Any NN that the nmvn killed, pickled, preserved or caoked and stored away left together with
the other N2N at the end of the plague.

13¢ Snakes came along with the locust and killed peaple.

14¢ After all of the vegetation was eaten by the locust, there was a hunger in Egypt and the

Egyptians stole the crops of the Jews.

15¢ Numerous people died from lack of food.
1,6 THE LOTVAT ATE THREUEH THE CLaSed AVD BRARES DIGAT wHith WERL VSLD To RRRE THE Locegyg vy
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1§ ** The poorer Egyptians said that the plague of hail was beneficial for them because it brale down
the trees and now there was more fruit for them to coliect. So, ‘n brought the NIX who ate up
any produce and vegetation left from the T1.

% The Egyptians made the Jews plant more wheat, barley, beans, lentils and legumes so ‘i sent
locust to eat up the crops.

38 & The locusts also ate the crop that the Egyptians stoie from the Jews.



V0 quo btk Seogyy grasshoppers, weighing some 200,000 tons, and occupyi

HPS £ 18A
(There are some 20,000 different types of grasshoppers in
the world, including various insects that are not actually
grasshoppers, but closely related.)

Locusts as @ mass phenomenon are not local to the Land of
israel, but rather come from outside the land, mainly the
desert of Sudan. This is because locust plagues come as a
punishment.

A plague of locusts is a phenomenon of tremendous
numbers, with 50 million grasshoppers covering one square
kilometer. Each individual locust weighs only two grams, but
this adds up to a humber of tons per square kilometer of

R0 mib i
o milu/ay.qu, greatures (a car, by way of example, weighs about -‘]Q?QOO

Syl kilograms). A band of locusts in the air can have ong,bllion

an area of 2,000 square kilometers. Every grasshopper can
eat half its weight in green grass each day (one gram a day).
This means that an entire pack can destroy 100,000 tons of
green growth every day.*” o
Similarly, tens of thousands of grasshopper eggs can be
found in one square meter. A million larvae can be hatched
in an area equivalent 1o a large room. This is why the ground‘

would be covered during a plague of locusts.
PLaguva, (v ECYPT WaShlcH weh3E THeY THIS

I. Locusts as Food

TTe——

__ From the eater came out fbod,i and from the strong
came out sweetness. (Judges, 14:14)

101 peam Oz {Israeli Tora Magazine for the Youth), Parshat 5750.

58

Printed from Otzar HaChochrma?anNa 07120 - Grasshoppersx and Locusts in Jewish Tradhition / - 5 X1 (page 54) 32637
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\win nan
What are the 5 parts of the Plague?

{ox jnnFor 3 days they couldn’t see each other but if they were standing they could sit down and vice
versd.

nhay  For 3 days they couldn’t even get up or sit down.

Dyt Even though they were hungry and thirsty, the Egyptians could n’t eat or drink for 6 days and
nights

Ay They didn't lose their senses and they were still in control of themselves, which made the
suffering worse,

Y x'm nnen They heard the Jews rummaging through their houses and worried about
being robbed of all their passessions, especially their valuables.

What happened during the plague?

¢ The darkness was a real substance with the thickness of a golden Dinar {like thick black smoke or

thick fog.) A person couldn’t see anything.

if they lit candies or even tarches, the candles or torches would go out.

3 & Forthe first 3 days, an Egyptian could switch between standing and sitting but if he tried to
move, he fell down. Similarly, if anybody caught on the road tried traveling, he fell down.

4 ¢ Forthe next3 days the darkness was heavier and the Egyptian couldn’t change his position.

e

o If he was standing, he couldn’t sit down
o If he was sitting, he couldn’t stand or recline.
¢ Although they were hungry, they couldn’t get food for 6 days. Some Egyptians died from
starvation.
6 ¢ During the days of darkness, the Jews, for whom it was light, went into the houses of the
Egyptians and saw where the Egyptians kept everything so that they would be able to ask for
anything that they wanted before they left Egypt. The Egyptians heard people in their houses
and were scared that they would be robbed of all their valuables but they couldn’t move.
¢ Later, when an Egyptian denied that he had something, the Jews told him exactly where the
unEgvptian kept it. . _ RS WHO v AL W EalTh  PaTRopyuraR THE E"l?'“"'sfmb Bipg
23 types of Jews died during the plague of darknesshlnformerf;:?\llcked people who didn't believe¥awry o fm
that Hashem would redeem them¥3kdl Sinners who felt that they could not leave Egypt and start s
over. They died and were buried during the days of darkness so that the Egyptians shouldn't be
happy and say that the Jews are also being punished.
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The Punishment Fits the Crime- DTN TA12 NN
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At night, during his dinner, the Egyptian made the Jews stand with a candie on his head and be his
light. The Egyptian threatened him that if he dared to move he would be killed. As payback, ‘0
brought the plague of darkness. This darkness was so thick that the Egyptian didn't dare to move
=~ sent the darkness of D1n2 into Egypt because they liked to do sins in the dark where no one
could see them and they belong in DINA,

The Egyptians enslaved the Jews because they thought they were a powerful nation while the
Jews were a helpless nation. They thought they could do whatever they wanted to the Jews
without worrying about retribution, even for atrocities that they committed. * nsent darkness to
show them that they are helpless against Him. “ ncan prevent them even from taking care of their
own vital badily functions. When they were hungry, they wouldn’t even dare to try to move
around to find food. They had to fast for 6 days and nights straight. Similarly, they couldn’t go
outside to go to the bathroom or out-house. The place that they were standing or sitting became
their bathroom for 6 days. If a relative in the next room called for help, they were HELPLESS to
help them even if the relative would die without the help. Worst of all, they were denied any
sensory stimulation. All they saw was black darkness. Without any sensory stimulation a person
begins to hallucinate and see things moving as if they were real. Also, they didn’t know what time
it was; or whether it was day or night; or when will this nightmare end.

Hashem put them in physical darkness because they acted as if they were in the dark as to who is
running the world and refused to see the light.
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What are the 5 parts of the Plague?
on AN The D1 killed their fathers. This numbered 600,000 deaths.
nnay The death of all firsthorns.

nut At midnight, nu1o got up and killed all of his advisors that convinced him not to let the Jews
feave Egypt.

Y If the unborn fetus of a pregnant woman would have been anda,, it died and then the
pregnant mother died. Similarly, if there was no 1122 in the house, the oldest male person died.

U1 DN NN7un All those who didn’t want the Jews to leave also died. They may have been

from other nations and were in n¥N at the time. Others say that they were the servants and prisoners

of the Egyptians who would rather remain servants and prisoners than go free, provided that the
lews also did not go free and remained as they were.

What happened during the plague?

1 ¢ The plague actually started during the day when 600,000 children, who knew they were firstborn
children of the fathers, asked their fathers to speak to ny19 to let the Jews free, and they
refused. The 600,000then went to nuo and he refused. In anger, the 600,000 firsthorns killed
their fathers. Another Midrash states that Pharach ordered the firstborn children to kill their
fathers for the crime of treason. The firstborn children readily fulfilled Pharaoh’s command.

7 4 At midnight, the firstborn of every man and woman died, even if the firstborn was a girl.

¢ The firstborn child to a man with a woman who wasn't his wife and even to a woman who was
someone else’s wife, also died.

4 ¢ The firstborn child of a woman, even a married woman with a man that wasn’t her hushand,
died as well.

5 ¢ If there was no firstborn child alive then if any child was designated to run the household, he
died. If not, then the oldest child died.

g ¢ Ifthe househald was comprised of only adults, the person who was designated to run the house
died. If there was no designee, then the oldest person died.

¢ The firstborn Egyptian child who was in another land died.

¢ The firstborn chiid of foreigners who were in Egypt died as well.
The firstborn child of any descendant of nn, the san of N1, who were brothers of their ancestor
pMvn, also died if they were in either Egypt or in their own homelands,

10¢ Ifafirstborntoan Egyptian family died before this plague, the Egyptian custom was to bury the
child in the house and make an image of the child to remember him. When all the living firstborn
children died, these images broke into small pieces and dogs dug down and pulled out the body
of the dead child and chewed the bones, causing the parents anguish and grief as if their
firstborn child also died then.

¢ While the families were grieving, dogs came unnoticed in the dark, and pulled the bodies of all

those who died that night into the street and began eating them.

i1
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1 ¢ The firstborn of all the servants and prisoners died.

2 ¢ Allthose who were happy that the Jews were suffering and didn’t want them to go free died as

well.

¢ Servants and prisoners who, if offered a chance to go free and leave Egypt if the Jews would also

be allowed to go free and leave Egypt, refused the offer provided that the Jews also didn't go
free, also died.

4 * All of the idols, statues and imaged to which the Egyptians prayed fell down, broke into pieces,
rotted or melted.

5 ¢ The Egyptians were crying because members of their families died and BECAUSE THE GODS THAT
THEY WORSHIP WERE DISTRCYED.

6 ¢ Pharaoh got up and started loaking for Moshe and Aharon, who were in the middle of their
seder. When Pharaoh found Moshe, he told him that he, Pharaoh, figured only a few hundred
people would die, so he didn’t take Moshe's threat seriously. However, now he saw that 90% of
the population died. So how come Moshe didn’t warn him about this?

¢ Moshe responded by telling him that even now he stilt has a chance to free the Jews and that
Pharaoh should shout in a loud voice that all the Jews are no longer slaves of Pharaoh and are
free to leave Egypt. Pharach did this and Hashem caused the voice of Pharaoh to be heard
throughout all of Egypt and even throughout the land of Goshen.

g ¢ Hashem caused all the Jews that were celebrating Pesach in Egypt to be brought to the Bais
Hamikdash in Jerusalem to celebrate it there and then Hashem brought them back to Egypt.

4 WALE HASHAEW WS KILLIVE THE €OYSTION FIRST Bonl SRILDALY, HEWAS HEAVe ATTHE

CME T
e EE;M::E AL 's:L:z\s“ MALES awvD CovrekTs WHO GOT LIRCUACISAD O~ THE PRoviqus DAY
€ THEM TO LEAVY EYPY oM THE Followne QAy AT woov

pPunishment Fits the Crime- TN TA1D 1IN
11 % They tried killing out the firsthorn of ‘n,, the Jews, therefore, ' nsmote their firsthorn

12 &% The idols and statues were representations of their gods, so * ndestroyed all of their idols and

statues to show them the helplessness of their gods.
£)
13 & The firstborn of all servants died because they too made the Jewish women work while they
took a break,‘gnd were happy that the Jews were sIaves,qal\nother reason why they died was to

prevent them from saying that their god punished the Egyptians for mistreating them.

14 % The firstborn of all prisoners died¥o that they shouldn’t say that their god punished the
Egyptians for putting them in prisonjBAlso, they were happy that the Jews were suffering and
didn’t want them to leave even if it meant that the prisoners also would have to remain in
prison,

15 % The firstborn animals died so that the Egyptians shouldn’t say that their god, the lamb or sheep,

is powerful and the plague didn’t affect them.
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