
 
 

 

As we take leave of the Yomim Tovim, let us take their spirit along to warm our 
hearts in the long winter months ahead.  
Just think: 
Hashem is surrounded by “9,990,000,000 malachim who stand before Him and 
sanctify His great Name constantly. From sunrise until sunset they proclaim, 
‘Kadosh kadosh kadosh,’ and from sunset until sunrise they say, ‘Blessed is the 
glory of Hashem from His place.’” (Tanna D’Vei Eliyahu Zuta 12:1). 
Chazal tell us that malachim vary in size; between a third of the size of Earth 
(Chullin 91b) and hundreds of times its size (Chagigah 13b). The Serafim among 
them can burn the entire world with the mere breath of their mouths (Sifri, 
Devarim 32:2). They all tremble in awe as they merit the opportunity of saying 
“Kadosh” to Hashem. Some merit this daily, others merit this monthly, others only 
yearly, some once every fifty years, and yet others only one time in their entire 
existence (Chulin 91b). Yet we, mere mortals, were invited by the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth to bask in his presence for seven straight days, just us and Him. 
As the pasuk says, “When You will hide me in your sukkah…” 

However, Hashem feels that all these seven days of Sukos still do not do justice in 
conveying our endearment and worthiness to Him. So at their culmination Hashem 
added one more day: Shmini Atzeres. As Rashi (Vayikrah 23:36) explains: 

The word “Atzeres” is derived from the root עצר“  - to hold back” and suggests: I keep 
you back with Me one day more. It is similar to the case of a king who invited his 
children to a banquet for a certain number of days. When the time arrived for them 
to take their departure he said, “Children, I beg of you, stay one day more with me; 
it is so hard for me to part with you!”  
Only this can truly convey our endearment to Him! It is Hashem Who begs us to 
stay with Him! It is He, so to speak, Who can’t bear parting with us!  
 
Is there a better thought then that to keep our hearts warm with His love in the 
long winter months ahead? 
 
 
 


